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1 Executive Summary 
9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ό[.!tύ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 

tackle the Nature Emergency by protecting and enhancing nature in 

East Lothian. It has been produced by East Lothian Council on behalf of 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 

collaborative partnership working. 

The LBAP recognises that biodiversity is under threat both globally and 

nationally. It seeks to ensure that nationally and locally important 

species and habitats are conserved and enhanced through local action, 

to help East Lothian tackle the interlinked Climate and Nature 

Emergencies. The LBAP identifies actions and efforts that contribute 

towards mitigating further biodiversity loss, ensuring that our habitats 

are diverse and in healthy condition and that our ecosystems are 

healthy and resilient. 

The plan focusses on local context, to ensure East Lothian delivers its 

part of national and international priorities to protect and enhance 

nature. It includes an Action Plan which supports the delivery of actions 

aligning with the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy at a local level. 

With expertise and knowledge from local specialists, groups and 

community members this plan identifies local priorities for protecting 

and enhancing ecosystems, habitats and species in East Lothian. As well 

as implementing actions to assist the response to the interlinked 

Climate and Nature Emergencies, the plan reflects the importance of 

engaging communities and citizens with delivery of actions. 

This Biodiversity Action Plan embeds landscape scale ambition of 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ 

priority habitats. It also aims to raise awareness of the wildlife and 

habitats of East Lothian at a national and local level as well as 

highlighting the contribution local biodiversity makes to the 

communities of East Lothian.  

The Action Plan acknowledges the importance of people in the response 

to the Nature Emergency and that biodiversity not only benefits our 

natural environment, but the health and wellbeing of our communities. 

Community action has played an important role in delivering local 

biodiversity projects to date. This Action Plan aims to continue to 

support the delivery of local community projects and champion local 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 

Further, this action plan highlights the significant impacts and 

opportunities that development and planning have on biodiversity and 

nature. This includes the adverse impacts they can have but also the 

recognition that they play an important role in creating and delivering 

positive effects for biodiversity and nature. 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

2035 to: 

¶ wŜǎǘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΣ 

freshwater, coast and marine habitats. 

¶ Ensure that our natural environment, habitats, ecosystems and 

species will be diverse, thriving, resilient and adaptable to 

climate change. 

¶ 9ƴŀōƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

part in the stewardship of the local and national natural 

environment, central to a nature positive future. 
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The Delivery Plan sets out a partnership approach to delivering actions, 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪŜȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

Partnership and other community organisations, neighbouring local 

authorities, and Government agencies such as NatureScot, to maximise 

delivery of actions for nature and identify further opportunities for 

nature restoration, nature-based solutions, and protection of 

biodiversity, both within the county and in connection to larger habitat 

networks. 

tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

Partnership to respond to the Nature Emergency and protect and 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜΥ 

o Priority Theme 1: Landscape and habitat restoration and 

regeneration 

o Priority Theme 2: Species recovery 

o Priority Theme 3: People and nature 

o Priority Theme 4: Biodiversity, planning, policy and development 

Each priority theme will deliver at least one of the following Outcomes 

aligning with the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy: 

1. 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ 

healthy and resilient helping ecosystems deliver a wide range 

of ecosystem services. 

2. Protected areas will be connected and in good condition. 

3. The abundance and distribution of priority species will 

increase in numbers and have healthy and resilient 

populations. 

4. Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) will be managed so that 

they no longer degrade priority habitats and native species or 

impede on their conservation and restoration. 

5. Nature based solutions will be fundamental to our efforts to 

deliver Net Zero and adapt to climate change.  

6. Natural Capital will be embedded and valued within policy 

and decision making. 

7. Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and valued across 

East Lothian and its communities.   

 

The Action Plan 2025ς2035 includes the following East Lothian 

landscape and habitat types: 

¶ Coastal and Marine Landscape Action Plan 

¶ Freshwater Networks Action Plan 

¶ Farmland and Heathland Landscape Action Plan 

¶ Tree and Woodland Action Plan 

¶ Urban Landscape and Golf Courses Action Plan 

¶ Planning, Development and Biodiversity Action Plan 

¶ People and Nature Action Plan 

 

The Action Plan is intended to be a working document. A 

monitoring framework will be set up with key indicators to chart 

progress of actions. East Lothian Biodiversity Partnership will 

annually review the delivery plan and the progress of actions 

within it to ensure agreed targets are being met and that they are 

still suitable and achievable. Progress with delivering the LBAP will 

be reported annually, in addition to 3-yearly progress updates to 

ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

Biodiversity Duty reporting.  
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2 Glossary 
AECS: Agri-Environment Climate Scheme 

Biodiversity: The variety of plants and animals, and the habitats in which they 

live. 

Blue - green infrastructure: A combination of natural and manmade elements in 

urban areas. It integrates greenspaces like parks and gardens and blue elements 

such as rivers and ponds. This approach helps provide environmental, social and 

economic benefits to communities.  

Climate adaptation: Adjustment or preparation of natural and/or human systems 

to the current and expected effects of climate change. 

Climate change: The long-term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns 

(climate)  

Climate mitigation: Actions and efforts that reduce or prevent the production of 

man-made greenhouse gas emissions to help limit the magnitude of climate 

change. 

Ecosystem services: Services provided by the natural environment and healthy 

ecosystems that benefit humans. 

Ecosystem: A biological community of interacting organisms and their physical 

environment. Plants, animals, other organisms, weather and landscapes work 

together.   

Geodiversity: The natural range of geological (rocks, minerals, fossils), 

geomorphological (landform processes) and soil features. 

GWCT: Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust 

Habitat mosaic: An area comprised of multiple habitat types.  

Hibernacula: A shelter occupied during the winter by a dormant animal.  

INNS: Invasive non-native species. 

Landscape Scale restoration: Refers to large scale projects that incorporate 

landscape-level processes.  

Nature network: ΨA nature network connects nature rich sites and other 

environmental projects through a series of areas of suitable habitat, habitat 

ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ  rows, longer grass, 

meadows and trees, rain/bog gardens or wetland areas. Other benefits to nature 

networks include helping us to adapt to climate change in our urban areasΦΩ ς 

NatureScot, Nature Networks Explained. 

NFU: National Farmers Union 

NPF4: National Planning Framework 4 

RAMSAR: Sites designated to be of international importance under the Ramsar 

convention.  

Riparian woodland: Woodland and trees situated alongside and adjacent to rivers 

and streams.  

RSPB: Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. 

SPA: Special Protection Area. 

SSSI: Site Of Special Scientific Interest. 

SWT: Scottish Wildlife Trust 

Umbrella species: Species that whose conservation is expected to confer 

protection to many naturally co-occurring species 
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3 Welcome to 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ Local 

Biodiversity Action Plan  
3.1 What is biodiversity?  

Biodiversity is the web of life: it is the variety of all living things and the 

ecosystems where they live  in on land or in water. It is fundamental to 

human life, as biodiversity is essential to our health, wellbeing and 

economy. 

3.2 What is the East Lothian Local Biodiversity 

Action Plan?  
9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ό[.!tύ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

conservation priorities and projects for 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

natural environment. It aims to improve the condition of habitats and 

protect species, while also contributing to restoring and enhancing 

landscapes. The LBAP will help further our understanding of nature and 

tackle some of the threats that biodiversity faces locally. The LBAP will 

enable local people to take part in conservation initiatives on their 

doorstep and help raise awareness about the value of the environment. 

In doing the above, the LBAP will not only improve and support 

biodiversity, but it will also benefit the health, wellbeing and quality of 

life for people in East Lothian.  

3.3 Who is this document for? 
Whether your interest in biodiversity is personal, professional or both, 

this plan identifies ways to protect and enhance nature and biodiversity 

across East Lothian. It will also guide you to identify how we all can make 

positive changes for biodiversity by: 

Learning more about local, national, and global biodiversity. 

Experiencing it yourself by either being out in the countryside or in your 

own local greenspace.  

Taking positive action to conserve, protect and enhance biodiversity in 

our personal and/or our professional lives.  
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3.4  How to use this document 
This action plan is in two parts:  

Part 1 will introduce you to the national and local status of biodiversity 

and the policy context. It also celebrates what has already been delivered 

across the county for biodiversity. The landscape characteristics of East 

Lothian are illustrated to identify how actions can contribute to 

landscape scale biodiversity actionΦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

been identified alongside irreplaceable habitats and other equally 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ wider habitat mosaic 

which are Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ 

species list combines species that are threatened, requiring conservation 

action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan, identified within the 

Scottish Biodiversity List and species rare or notable locally to East 

Lothian. These lists help advise site management decisions and 

development proposals to consider and avoid impacts on these species 

and habitats while prioritising where conservation efforts should be 

focussed. This provides the context to the Vision and Outcomes for East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [.!tΦ 

Part 2 sets out the delivery plan to achieve the Vision and Outcomes 

through Priority Themes towards 2035. Priority Themes have been 

identified through East Lothianôs Biodiversity Partnership to respond to the 

Nature Emergency. Further, the reporting and monitoring of these actions is 

explained, including an annual review of actions through East Lothianôs 

Biodiversity Partnership, ensuring delivery mechanisms are still suitable 

and achieving the agreed targets.  

(A.M, 2019) 

 

3.5 How can you get involved? 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜs actions that will be 
delivered by a variety of stakeholders from 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
Partnership from NGOs to local community groups. It seeks to encourage 
others to act for biodiversity and suggests how you can get involved via 
members ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ Biodiversity Partnership or by contacting East 
[ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Biodiversity team. 

Contact email: landscapeandcountryside@eastlothian.gov.uk 
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(A.M, 2019)  

mailto:landscapeandcountryside@eastlothian.gov.uk
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Introduction to East LothianΩǎ 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
East LothianΩǎ Local Biodiversity Action Plan sets out actions to tackle 

the Nature Emergency by protecting and enhancing nature in East 

Lothian. It has been produced through a process of collaborative 

working through the East LothianΩǎ Biodiversity Partnership, seeking to 

ensure nationally and locally important species and habitats are 

conserved and enhanced through local action, to help East Lothian 

tackle the Climate and Nature Emergencies. With expertise and 

knowledge from local specialists, groups and community members this 

plan will identify local priorities for protecting and enhancing 

ecosystems, habitats and species in East Lothian. This plan will also 

assist in implementing actions to respond to the interlinked Climate and 

Nature Emergencies and reflect the importance of engaging 

communities and citizens with delivery of actions.  

The first East Lothian Biodiversity Action Plan was produced in 2003 

with an aim of highlighting threats and issues relating to habitats and 

species at risk of extinction. The subsequent ELBAP (2008ς2013) aimed 

to ensure that no locally native species or habitats becomes extinct, 

reverse the loss of priority species, reverse the decline in extent and 

quality of priority habitats and involve local communities in the 

biodiversity process. 

 

 

 
1 Tackling the Nature Emergency - Scottish biodiversity strategy to 2045 - gov.scot 

 

This Action Plan aims to raise awareness of the wildlife and habitats of 

East Lothian at a national and local level as well as highlighting the 

contribution local biodiversity makes to the communities of East 

Lothian. It will identify actions and efforts that contribute towards 

mitigating further biodiversity loss, ensure that our habitats are diverse 

and in healthy condition and that our ecosystems are healthy and 

resilient. The plan focusses on local context, to ensure East Lothian 

delivers its part of national and international priorities to protect and 

enhance nature. It includes an Action Plan which supports delivery of 

actions aligning with the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy at a local level.1 

The Delivery Plan sets out a partnership approach to delivering actions, 

working with key stakeholders in the East LothianΩǎ Biodiversity 

Partnership and other community organisations, neighbouring local 

authorities, and Government agencies such as NatureScot, to maximise 

delivery of actions for nature and identify further opportunities for nature 

restoration, nature-based solutions, and protection of biodiversity, both within 

the county and in connection to larger habitat networks. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045-tackling-nature-emergency-scotland-2/
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5 Aims of East LothianΩǎ  

Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ takes into consideration the 

Nature and Climate Emergencies, and the international, national, and 

local policy context including the revised draft Scottish Biodiversity 

Strategy. 

This Biodiversity Action Plan embeds landscape scale ambition of 

restoration through the conservation, ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ 

priority habitats. This will ensure that habitats are connected and in 

good condition to build and enhance 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 

ensuring healthy and resilient ecosystem services. Priority species 

populations will be supported and conserved to help recovery and 

resilience to environmental changes. Further, awareness of local 

biodiversity will be raised across East Lothian. 

This action plan acknowledges the importance of people in the 

response to the Nature Emergency and that biodiversity not only 

benefits our natural environment, but the health and wellbeing of our 

communities. Community action has played an important role in 

delivering local biodiversity projects to date. This action plan aims to 

continue to support the delivery of local community projects and 

ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  

Further, this action plan highlights the significant impacts and 

opportunities that development and planning have on biodiversity and 

nature. This includes the adverse impacts they can have but also the 

recognition that they play an important role in creating and delivering 

positive effects for biodiversity and nature. Developers and planners 

can use this document to identify how they can apply the policies of 

National Planning Framework 4 within the local East Lothian context, 

through identification of priority habitat and species lists and prescribed 

actions and projects. 
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6 East LothianΩǎ Biodiversity 

Partnership 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

organisations from a variety of sectors to co-ordinate and prioritise a 

programme for the delivery of biodiversity objectives. The Partnership 

develops the short-, medium- and long-term objectives for the Local 

Biodiversity Action Plan. The members hold a wealth of knowledge and 

experience on species and habitats, to contribute to nature conservation 

and enhancement.  

The objectives of 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊŜ: 

o To assist in the development and production of the East Lothian 

Biodiversity Action Plan (ELBAP). 

o To co-ordinate and prioritise a programme for the delivery of the 

Biodiversity Action Plan objectives.  

o To establish Action Plan Sub-Groups to develop plans for specific 
priorities, including advising on the content of action plans, setting of 
targets and implementation mechanisms. 

o To ensure ELBAP targets and actions are disseminated and integrated 
into the plans, policies, and processes of all involved in the ELBAP 
initiative. 

o To establish a wider informal Biodiversity Forum comprising 
representatives of a wide range of sectors, including community 
representatives, and interested individuals to contribute to the 
development of the ELBAP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Lothian Biodiversity Partnership 

The following organisations are members of East Lothian 

Biodiversity Partnership and were principally involved in the 

production of this plan: 

 

East Lothian Council ς Countryside Service 

East Lothian Council ς Planning Service 

East Lothian Council ς Amenity Services 

Scottish Seabird Centre 

Woodland Trust 

East Lothian Countryside Volunteers 

NatureScot 

Forth Rivers Trust 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻƴ Scotland 

Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust 

East Lothian Climate Action Network 

The Wildlife Information Centre 

Buglife 

Scottish Wildlife Trust 

Scottish Water 

SEPA 
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7 The importance of Biodiversity  
Biodiversity is the variety of all life on Earth, from the biggest mammal to 

the smallest microorganism, providing essential ecosystem services, 

including food production, clean air, clean water, carbon storage and 

other essential services that support all living things including ourselves.  

Global, national and local biodiversity is under threat from many 

pressures including climate change, habitat loss and fragmentation, 

wildlife-human conflict and pollution. This loss of biodiversity has serious 

effects, impacting not only plants and animals, but the health and 

wellbeing of our communities. Healthy, resilient and diverse natural 

ecosystems ensure vital services for us as humans to survive. Human 

impacts have had large scale implications for global biodiversity loss.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After decades of habitat and biodiversity loss, it is now crucial to create a 

healthy and therefore resilient natural environment. This will support 

natural ecosystems to become healthy, functioning and connected 

ensuring we have efficient and resilient ecosystem services for: 

¶ Provisioning: e.g. materials, energy, food and drink, medicine, water 

¶ Regulating: e.g. clean water and air, carbon storage, flood 

management, pollination 

¶ Supporting: e.g. healthy soils, nutrient cycling, photosynthesis 

¶ Cultural: e.g. sense of place, tourism, physical and mental wellbeing 

The solutions to some of these challenges are beyond the scope of this 

plan. However, acting for local biodiversity in East Lothian is a step towards 

connecting, protecting and improving biodiversity that contributes to 

wider efforts for national and global biodiversity action. This will enable 

East Lothian to meet its local, national and international obligations to 

protect and enhance biodiversity. Humans are part of biodiversity and are 

connected to the ecosystem. We have a crucial role in responding to the 

impacts and pressures faced by biodiversity and habitats, which will 

benefit not only our natural environment but our people and communities. 

 

 

 
άWhen one tugs at a single thing in nature, 

he finds it is attached to the rest of the 

ǿƻǊƭŘέ- John Muir 
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8  The State of Nature 
8.1 International and National Context 

International Science-Policy Platform (IPBES) published the Global 

Assessment for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.2 The report 

identified that the 5 direct drivers of global biodiversity loss are: 

¶ Climate Change 

¶ Land and sea-use change 

¶ Pollution 

¶ Natural resource use and exploitation 

¶ Invasive non-native species (INNS) 

In Scotland, nature and biodiversity have been under pressure and 

changing for centuries. There continues to be a decline and degradation of 

nature despite projects to restore ecosystems and conserve species. The 

aōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ has fallen on average since 1994. Out of 

7,508 species assessed under IUCN Red list criteria, 11% have been 

classified as threatened.3 hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

biodiversity is that there has been a 49% decline in the abundance of 

{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ seabird species, out with the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic 

Avian Influenza όΨAvian FƭǳΩ) in 2022.  

Not all of {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ seen declines in population. Due to 

warming temperatures resulting from climate change, there have been 

increases in the distribution of some species. These changes could 

fluctuate depending on the species as climate change enables the  

expansion of invasive non-native species (INNS) or pushes species with 

 
2 Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services | IPBES secretariat 

niche habitats such as montane and northern species to local extinctions 

when their habitats become too hot or dry.  

Indirect drivers of biodiversity loss include: 

¶ Socio-cultural: Scotland hosts diverse views about nature. Preserving 

nature for future generations is a strong driver for conservation that 

increases positive environment action. Despite this, conflicting values 

that may act against nature.  

 

¶ Demography: There are multiple drivers through demography that 

ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

demand for new housing and urbanisation. Local knowledge and 

experience are underutilised in environmental decision-making. There 

is a potential skills gaps in the nature-sector. Unequal access to, and 

therefore unequal engagement with, nature across society. 

Urbanisation and technology have decreased the connection between 

children and nature.  

 

¶ Economic: Around 30% of threatened species have been linked to the 

impacts of global trade. For some domestic industries, the majority of 

product is exported with the biodiversity impact being felt in Scotland, 

for example an increasing global markets for Scottish produce. 

Additionally,  the emergence of a carbon market will have 

environmental and social impacts.  

 

¶ Politics, institutions and governance: Biodiversity loss has to be 

mainstreamed and integrated to make it a priority in all areas of policy. 

It is important to focus on equity, ensuring that societal and 

3 State of Nature 2023 - ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

https://www.ipbes.net/global-assessment
https://stateofnature.org.uk/
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environmental changes are considered in a just transition. Improving 

democratic processes will help people discuss and solve complex 

environmental and societal issues allowing for more inclusive decision 

making and reducing influence of vested interest. 

 

¶ Technology: Technological innovations have helped to start mitigating 

and adapting to climate change. However, mechanisms need to be 

strengthened to support the adoption of technologies that improve 

sustainability and reverse biodiversity loss. 4 

Despite the negative ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ nature, we can draw on past 

conservation efforts that have worked, scaling them up and dedicating 

actions to reverse biodiversity loss. Action for biodiversity is not new to 

East Lothian. Efforts to protect, deliver projects and engage with the 

natural environment has been progressing over decades by local 

communitiesΣ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ bDhΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ /ŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ 

of what action is being delivered to respond to the drivers of biodiversity 

loss are highlighted are highlighted throughout this document.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 NatureScot Research Report 1309 - Understanding the Indirect Drivers of Biodiversity 
Loss in Scotland | NatureScot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1309-understanding-indirect-drivers-biodiversity-loss-scotland#Background
https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1309-understanding-indirect-drivers-biodiversity-loss-scotland#Background
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8.2 East Lothian Context  
¢ƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ the 

ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ ōƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜΣ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǊƛŎƘ 

woodland, grasslands, productive farmland, freshwater habitats, urban 

habitats, heathland, moorland and peatland. These habitats are all part of 

ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ 

biodiversity and the people at the heart of its communitiŜǎΦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ 

natural environment hosts locally and nationally rare species and provides 

ecosystem services which benefit people and nature, whilst also helping 

to mitigate and adapt to climate change. 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ CƻǊǘƘ ƛǎ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

importance for a variety of bird species. A significant percentage of East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊal, and the county boundary extends up into the 

heathland and upland of the Lammermuir Hills. There is over 270km of 

riparian networks including the River Tyne and the River Esk. 10.5% of 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ōǊƻŀŘƭŜŀŦ 

woodland, conifer plantations, mixed woodland, hedgerows, and street 

trees.  

With an increasing population and the associated increase in development 

across the county, urban habitats hold value in our response to the nature 

emergency. Access to nature is increasingly important within our 

communities and there is an opportunity to further enhance spaces within 

urban areas for biodiversity in our parks, greenspaces, across blue-green 

infrastructure and gardens.  

The county also holds valuable habitats across our grasslands, estuarine 

and rocky landscapes.  

8.3 Nature and Communities 
In addition to their importance for supporting diverse and important 

wildlife and plant species, these landscapes and habitats provide the best 

defence against climate change when they are intact and healthy, 

sequestering carbon to their full capacity and increasing the resilience of 

species and the communities that rely on these ecosystems to adapt to 

impacts of climate change. Coastal habitats play a vital role in coastal 

defences to sea-level rise and erosion. Our freshwater networks can 

contribute to natural flood management, and our woodlands and 

grasslands help to sequester carbon, mitigating further emissions. 

Nature plays a key role within our communities, enhancing our health, 

wellbeing and quality of life, including contributing to the local economy 

through tourism, recreation and culture. East Lothian, the birthplace of 

John Muir, founder of national parks, boasts landscapes and species that 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ 

of Northern gannets on the Bass Rock. It is in our interest and our duty to 

preserve, restore and reverse the loss of our natural environment for both 

biodiversity and the people of East Lothian.  

The management of the natural environment continues to be central to 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘǎ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

statutory duty for all public bodies to further the conservation of 

biodiversity.  
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8.4 Biodiversity as a Driver for Economic and 

Community Wellbeing 
9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŀǎǎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ 

sustains life but also drives local economic benefits. 

Healthy ecosystems provide essential services, ranging from carbon 

sequestration and flood regulation to recreational and tourism 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΦ .ȅ 

recognising and valuing these services through natural capital valuation 

methods, we can make a compelling case for investing in biodiversity. 

Using tools such as market-based valuation, the avoided cost method, 

and contingent valuation, we can quantify the economic benefits of our 

natural assets. For example, wetlands that naturally filter water and 

reduce flood risks can save public funds otherwise spent on potentially 

more expensive infrastructure projects. Moreover, the presence of rich 

biodiversity enhances property values and attracts eco-tourism, further 

boosting local revenue. NatureScot is developing a tool to facilitate 

decision makers to take a natural capital approach for managing land, 

once this tool is launched it will be utilised within decision making, 

where appropriate.  

 

 

 

 

 

Investments in biodiversity create opportunities for job creation and 

local enterprise. Initiatives such as large-scale tree planting, habitat 

restoration, and the development of urban green spaces not only 

improve environmental quality but also foster green job growth. 

Programs like the Grey Partridge Project demonstrate that partnership-

led habitat enhancements can yield significant impact.  

Central to this approach is community wealth building. By promoting 

models of local ownership, such as cooperatives or community 

investment funds, we ensure that the financial returns from biodiversity 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜs. Training 

programs can help workers transition to green jobs, supporting a just 

transition to a net zero economy while enhancing regional economic 

resilience. 

To ensure these benefits are sustained, our approach will align with key 

policies, including the East Lothian Local Development Plan and the East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Climate Change Strategy 2025-2030. A robust 

monitoring framework will track economic indicators such as job 

creation, tourism revenue, and cost savings from ecosystem services, 

enabling us to adapt and optimise our strategies over time.  

Protecting and enhancing biodiversity calls for integrated action, 

bringing together public authorities, private investors, local businesses, 

and community groups to build a vibrant, resilient economy that thrives 

on the natural wealth of East Lothian. By investing in biodiversity, we 

are not only protecting our environment but also laying the foundation 

for a prosperous and inclusive future. 
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9 East LothianΩs Landscapes  
9.1 Landscape Designations 

East Lothian has 3 internationally designated sites: the Firth of 

Forth Special Protection Area (also a Ramsar site), Forth Islands 

and the Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay Complex SPAs. 

All of these sites were chosen for their importance for birds. 

There are 12 Sites of Special Scientific Interest designated for 

biological features, including woodlands, grasslands and 

wetlands.  The Council has designated 57 Local Biodiversity Sites 

to protect locally important habitat and to provide ecological 

linkages with the SSSI sites, see Appendix 1.  

Ancient woodland is protected under local planning policy within 

East Lothian Local Development Plan Policy NH8: Trees and 

Development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1: aŀǇ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) and local biodiversity sites. 
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9.2 Landscape Types 
9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 

character. There are seven landscape types in East Lothian characterised 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ.5,6  This action plan will reinforce the character of East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

creation. 

Coastal margin: This area is flat immediately inland of the coast, 
consisting of raised beach deposits. Crags and rocky outcrops form much 
of the northern coastal edge and enclose numerous sandy coves backed 
by dunes, and several rocky islands just offshore in the Firth are included 
in this Landscape Character Type. The estuaries of the Tyne and Peffer 
Burn are along this coastline.  

Lowland plains: Characterised by the predominance of smoothly rolling 

arable farmland, undulating gently in a series of east and west aligned 

ridges, rising gradually southwards towards the fringes of the 

Lammermuir Hills.  

Lowland hills and ridges: Common elements of topography, landform 

and land cover which differ significantly from the adjoining plains and 

valleys. Underlying factors to these differences include igneous rock type, 

less fertile soils, and wetter local climate. They form distinctive low hills, 

rising to elevations of 200 to 300 metres, with landform dictated by 

varied underlying geology. 

 

 

 
5 Local Development Plan 2018 | East Lothian Council 

 

Lowland river valleys: Distinguished primarily by their landform, and 

include the incised headwaters of the River Tyne system, and the gorge-

like valleys of the North and South Esk. Their steep slopes carry a high 

proportion of broadleaf woodland cover.  

Upland fringes: Fringe of transitional landscapes differentiated from the 

true uplands by a more productive range of land cover types including 

improved grassland together with arable land and coniferous woodland. 

Upland: The Lammermuir plateau defines the southern boundary of East 

Lothian. The Lammermuirs are characterised chiefly by their altitude, 

ranging from 350m to 650m, and their subdued plateaux landscapes.  

  

6 Landscape Character Assessment | NatureScot 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/download/13023/local_development_plan_2018
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment
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CƛƎǳǊŜ нΣ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ¢ȅǇŜǎΦ 
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10 Species 
There is an estimate of over 4,000 species of invertebrate, over 300 

species of birds, 28 species of mammals and 3 species of reptile found in 

East Lothian. Some ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

found within our: 

10.1  Butterflies 

Since 2007, breeding butterfly species that dispersed south in the early 
1700s have been increasingly recorded back in East Lothian. In 2009, 
speckled wood butterfly and in 2010 the wall brown butterfly returned, 
moving along the coast from Dunglass. Small skippers arrived in 2011 to 
Gullane/Aberlady area. Historically rarely recorded butterfly species 
within the region have increased, including holly blues which are 
becoming a regular sight across the county in our urban and rural 
habitats7. Grayling butterflies are also increasing following efforts to 
support and assist populations with  habitat creation and translocations.  

10.2  Birds 

The Firth of Forth islands are home to seabird species including puffins, 
guillemots, and tern species. Notably, the .ŀǎǎ wƻŎƪ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
largest colony of Northern gannets. Unfortunately, many seabird species 
were impacted by the outbreak of Avian Flu in 2021-2022. 89 

 
7 East Lothian Butterflies 2023 
8 Report for 82 East Lothian ς Marion Moir ς Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland 
(bsbi.org) 

Inland, farmland and heathland support key priority bird species such as 

grey partridge and birds of prey such as hen harriers. Our gardens can 

support smaller species such as bullfinch and tree sparrow. 

10.3  Plants 
Botanical diversity in East Lothian is vast, contributing to a mosaic of 

different landscapes. Notable coastal species in East Lothian include 

purple milk-vetch, Zostera species, sea pearlwort, common centaury, and 

bloody cranesbill. Woodlands across the county host ancient woodland 

flora, such as the native bluebell and primrose. Our grasslands support 

important wildflower and grass species for invertebrates including 

rockrose and maiden pinks. Bee Orchid records have increased, 

potentially due to warmer summers10 and changes in management 

practices.  

 

 

 

 

 

8Avian Influenza: a major threat to our struggling seabirds 
9 Updated Outbreak Assessment #2 Winter 2021 HPAI in the UK and Europe 
 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/download/12726/biodiversity
https://bsbi.org/annual-reports-2023/vc82
https://bsbi.org/annual-reports-2023/vc82
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/seabird-surveys-project-report
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033134/hpai-europe-211110.pdf


 

21 
 

11 Policy Context  
11.1  International Policy: 
o United Nations Rio Summit and Convention on Biological Diversity 

1993 

o Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 

o Edinburgh Process 2020 

11.2  UK Policy: 
o Biodiversity- The UK action plan 1994  
o Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the goals of CBD Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11.3  Scottish Policy: 
o Scottish Biodiversity Strategy: 

Sets out ambition for Scotland to be Nature Positive by 2030, and to 

have restored and regenerated biodiversity across the country by 

2045. This ELBAP has been updated to address and fulfil the 

requirements of this strategy. 

o Framework for 30 by 30 in Scotland: 

Framework that sets out how Scotland will aim to protect at least 

30% of land and sea for nature by 2030. 

o Nature Networks framework for Scotland:  

Aims to progress the urgent and transformative action needed across 

Scotland to implement Nature Networks that help halt and reverse 

biodiversity loss. 

o The Environment Strategy for Scotland. 

o Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill 

o National Planning Framework 4 : 

{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ that guides development and 

infrastructure decisions in Scotland with biodiversity as one of its 

main themes. Policy 3 embeds protection of biodiversity, reversing 

biodiversity loss, delivery of positive effects from development and 

strengthening nature networks.  

o Scottish National Adaptation Plan 2024-2029 

o Pollinator Strategy for Scotland:  

This Strategy sets out how Scotland can continue to be a place where 

pollinators thrive, with actions to achieve that objective. 

 

 

 

https://www.cbd.int/rio#:~:text=The%20three%20Rio%20Conventions%E2%80%94on%20Biodiversity%2C%20Climate%20Change%20and,in%20the%20same%20ecosystems%20and%20addressing%20interdependent%20issues.
https://www.cbd.int/rio#:~:text=The%20three%20Rio%20Conventions%E2%80%94on%20Biodiversity%2C%20Climate%20Change%20and,in%20the%20same%20ecosystems%20and%20addressing%20interdependent%20issues.
https://www.cbd.int/gbf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/global-biodiversity-framework-edinburgh-process---information/
https://hub.jncc.gov.uk/assets/cb0ef1c9-2325-4d17-9f87-a5c84fe400bd
https://www.cbd.int/sp
https://www.cbd.int/sp
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045-tackling-nature-emergency-scotland/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/framework-30-30-scotland-draft
https://www.nature.scot/doc/framework-nature-networks-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/environment-strategy-scotland-vision-outcomes/pages/2/
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/natural-environment-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-national-adaptation-plan-2024-2029-2/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/pollinator-strategy-scotland-2017-2027
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12  Statutory context 
As a public body, East Lothian Council has specific statutory nature 

conservation duties:  

The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994: 

General duty on Scottish Ministers, competent authorities and statutory 

advisors to exercise their functions so as to secure compliance with the 

requirements of the EU Habitats and Wild Birds Directives. As well as 

provisions relating to designation and management of protected areas.   

Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 Section 1: 

All public bodies in Scotland have a duty to further the conservation of 

biodiversity when carrying out their responsibilities, taking care of nature 

all around us, not just specified in designated and protected sites or for 

specific species. This is referred to as ΨǘƘŜ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 5ǳǘȅΦΩ 

Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011, part 5: 

As set out in the Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011, 

every public body in Scotland is required to produce a publicly available 

report every three years on its compliance with the Biodiversity Duty.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
12 East Lothian Council Biodiversity Duty Report 2021 - 2023 | East Lothian Council 

 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Biodiversity Duty Report 2021ς2023, 

which was submitted to the Scottish Government in December 2023, is on 

ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ11, and provides details of actions taken by the 

Council to conserve, protect and enhance nature and biodiversity. Since 

the last East Lothian Biodiversity Action Plan 2008-2013, there have been 

various projects and strategies implemented to enhance and restore East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ, including the importance of engaging 

communities and people in action for biodiversity. These are detailed in 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 5ǳǘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ 

Government.12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/enabling-powers-environmental-impact-assessment-regime-habitats-regulations-scotland/pages/6/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2004/6/section/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/6/notes#:~:text=Part%205%20%E2%80%93%20Biodiversity%2016.%20Part%205%20of,and%20publish%20reports%20on%20compliance%20with%20that%20duty.
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/33829/east_lothian_council_biodiversity_duty_report_2021_-_2023
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13 East Lothian Council Policy 

Context 
 

13.1 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Climate 

and Nature Emergencies  
In 2023, East Lothian Council declared a Nature Emergency, akin to the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

body of evidence which outlines the alarming extent of the global nature 

and biodiversity crises, and that nature is in decline and urgent action must 

be taken to reverse this. It recognises the inherent value of nature, as well 

as its crucial importance as an integral part of culture and society, and for 

our health, wellbeing, and economy; this being demonstrated through 

placemaking, tourism, food, energy, water and air quality regulation. 

Additionally, it recognises that the nature and climate emergencies are 

intrinsically linked, and that nature plays a key role in meeting climate 

targets, particularly for climate change adaptation and resilience.13 With 

this declaration, East Lothian Council welcomes the revised national 

Scottish Biodiversity Strategy14.  

Climate change is identified as a IPBES main driver of biodiversity loss. In 

2019, East Lothian Council declared a Climate Emergency, requiring urgent 

action to make all Council Services net zero carbon as soon as reasonably 

practicable or in any case by 2045 and to lobby, support and work with all 

 
13https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/14176/council_declares_nature_emergen
cy 
14 https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045/  
15 Climate Emergency declared | East Lothian Council 

relevant agencies, partners and communities to fulfil this commitment. 

East Lothian Council is committed to working with communities and 

partners towards making East Lothian a carbon neutral county as well as 

enabling the county to deliver its part of wider national and international 

commitments.15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/14176/council_declares_nature_emergency
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/14176/council_declares_nature_emergency
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/13064/climate_emergency_declared
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13.2 East Lothian Strategies, Policies and Projects 

There are several local strategies, policies and projects already underway which are linked to the East Lothian Biodiversity Action Plan, as well as national 

targets and policies Strategy. Helping to address the main drivers of biodiversity loss.

Name Overview Description 
ELBAP Partners 

involved 
East Lothian 
Local 
Development 
Plan 2018 

Local development plan for East 
Lothian, produced by East Lothian 
Council. Next local development plan 
(LDP2) is currently in preparation. 

Land-use change including development is one of the IPBES drivers of 
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƭƻǎǎΦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [5t ǎŜǘǎ out spatial strategy, policies and 
proposals for future land use across East Lothian. Lǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ Ψ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
[5tΩ 

ELC 

East Lothian 
Tree and 
Woodland 
Strategy 

Strategy produced by East Lothian 
Council required by Planning (Scotland) 
!Ŏǘ нлмфΦ CǳƭŦƛƭǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ 
promote sustainable forest 
management as required by the 
forestry and the Land Management 
(Scotland) Act 2018.  

Sets out long term vision and policies and proposals for trees and woodland 
to guide the development of East Lothian Climate Forest. The aim is: 
ά9ȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
East Lothian contribute to addressing climate change, and provide a healthy 
and resilient environment, nature recovery, a strong sustainable economy 
and enhanced quality of life for loŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
 

ELC 

East Lothian 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Climate 
Change 
Strategy 
2025-2030 

Overarching East Lothian Council 
strategy for tackling climate change 
mitigation and adaptation. Currently 
being delivered. 
 

Sets out how East Lothian Council will respond to the climate emergency, 
adapt to climate change and continue reducing its emissions to work 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ bŜǘ ½ŜǊƻ ōȅ нлпрΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ΨtƭŀŎŜΩ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ 
through partnership working the Council will enhance nature and our built 
environment and ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀ ΨDǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ .ƭǳŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΩΣ 
recognising the importance of nature and biodiversity in our response to the 
climate emergency, and the importance of nature-based solutions and 
green infrastructure for climate resilience.  
 

East Lothian Council 
(ELC) Countryside 
Amenity  
Community partners 
 

East Lothian 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Open Space 
Strategy 

Strategy setting East Lothian open 
space standards and currently being 
delivered. Next Open Space Strategy is 
currently in development. 

A strategy that identifies key policy areas to be addressed in relation to the 
provision and management of open space. The strategic objectives that 
align with the importance of biodiversity include healthier communities, 
green networks, natural heritage, and climate change. Habitats within 
settlements are valuable during times of increased urbanisation. Open 
spaces can play an important part in providing habitat for biodiversity, as 
well as benefits to local communities. 

ELC 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12242/local_development_plan
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12242/local_development_plan
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12242/local_development_plan
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12242/local_development_plan
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/20228/03_east_lothian_open_space_strategy_2018
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/20228/03_east_lothian_open_space_strategy_2018
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/20228/03_east_lothian_open_space_strategy_2018
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/20228/03_east_lothian_open_space_strategy_2018
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Name Overview Description 
ELBAP Partners 

involved 
East Lothian 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ 
Network 
Strategy 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Guidance  

Supplementary Planning Guidance; 
part of Local Development Plan 
2018. 

Supplementary planning guidance that forms part of East Lothian Local 
Development Plan 2018. Focusing on connecting people to nature, 
landscape, geodiversity and each other; improving human habitat; and 
doing things on a human scale with a long-term aim of expanding existing 
green assets.  

ELC 

East Lothian 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
ClimatEvolution 
Strategy 

Strategy and action plan for a 
ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ȊƻƴŜΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
western East Lothian. 

Draft proposed supplementary planning guidance for Local Development 
Plan 2018. It is a place-ōŀǎŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ 
Strategy with an aim to ensure that areas of development can become a 
national example of environmentally-friendly and inclusive development. It 
is not a fixed masterplan but clarifies opportunities. 

SEPA 
Scottish Water 
ELC 

East Lothian 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 9ŀǎǘ 
Lothian Nature 
Networks in 
parks and 
greenspaces 

Report and action plan identifying 
opportunities for nature network 
creation and enhancement in parks 
and greenspaces. Currently being 
delivered. 

Project developed by East Lothian Council to identify, explore, provide 
advice on and deliver nature network opportunities in parks and 
greenspaces supported by our communities. Through public consultation an 
action plan was developed to deliver meaningful biodiversity action in parks 
and greenspaces with habitat connectivity in mind.  

ELC 

East Lothian 
Council 
Countryside 
Management 
Plans 

Management plans for East Lothian 
Council owned/managed 
countryside sites.  Currently being 
delivered and frequently updated. 

Prepared by East Lothian Council with input from Advisory Groups. Sets out 
site detail and scope of planned works agreed with advisory groups of EL 
owned/managed countryside sites. Includes biodiversity and greenspace 
theme with aim to seek opportunities of blue-green infrastructure, 
maximise tree planting and increase biodiversity. 

ELC 
Countryside 
NatureScot 

Forth Estuary 
Flood Risk 
Management 
Plan (2022-
2028) 

Plan to detail the actions to be 
delivered to mitigate flood risk 
within the Forth Estuary catchment, 
including East Lothian.  

Sets of a plan of actions and objective to be delivered over a six-year period 
by all statutory partners, including East Lothian Council, within the Forth 
Estuary catchment, as part of the overall plant to management flood risk 
within the Forth Estuary Catchment.  

SEPA, ELC 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/climatevolution-community
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/climatevolution-community
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/climatevolution-community
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/climatevolution-community
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
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Vision and Outcomes of East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ Local Biodiversity 

Action Plan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision towards 2035 
East LothianΩǎ Biodiversity Partnership will work 

towards the following vision by 2035 to tackle the 

Nature Emergency: 

 

Restore and regenerate biodiversity across East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΣ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊΣ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 

habitats. 

Our natural environment, habitat and ecosystems 

and species will be diverse, thriving, resilient and 

adaptable to climate change. 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ 

their part in the stewardship of the local and 

national natural environment, central to a nature 

positive future. 
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13.3  Priority themes 
Priority Themes have been identified to respond to the Nature Emergency 

ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ŀǎǘ 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

o Priority Theme 1: Landscape and habitat restoration and 

regeneration 

o Priority Theme 2: Species recovery 

o Priority Theme 3: People and nature 

o Priority Theme 4: Biodiversity, planning, policy and development 

Each Priority Theme will deliver at least one of the outcomes aligning with 

the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy: 

13.4  Outcomes 
1. East [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 

and resilient helping ecosystems deliver a wide range of ecosystem 

services. 

2. Protected areas will be connected and in good condition. 

3. The abundance and distribution of priority species will increase in 

numbers and have healthy and resilient populations. 

4. Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) will be managed so that they no 

longer degrade priority habitats and native species or impede on their 

conservation and restoration. 

5. Nature based solutions will be fundamental to our efforts to deliver 

NetZero and adapt to climate change.  

6. Natural Capital will be embedded and valued within policy and decision 

making. 

7. Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and valued across East 

Lothian and its communities.   
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14 East LothianΩǎ Ǉriority habitats 

and species 
14.1 Priority Habitats 

Priority habitats include those found within East Lothian that are listed 

under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP)16 priority habitat list. This 

covers habitat identified as the most threatened and requiring 

conservation action under the UK BAP and those known to be significant to 

East Lothian. Priority Habitat lists can be found in Table 2. 

14.2 Irreplaceable Habitats 
Irreplaceable habitats are those identified that are very difficult or take 

significant amounts of time to restore, recreate or replace once 

destroyed.17 Currently, there is not a list of irreplaceable habitats for 

Scotland.  9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ bŜǘ Dŀƛƴ aŜǘǊƛŎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ 

woodland, ancient and veteran trees, blanket bog, limestone pavements, 

coastal sand dunes, saltmarshes and lowland fens as irreplaceable habitat. 

This list will be applied in East Lothian and used to advise planning and 

development, ensuring that there is no degradation, loss or damage to 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƛǊǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŀōƭŜ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ 

{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ bŜǘ Dŀƛƴ aŜǘǊƛŎ is adopted, to ensure that habitats 

align with national policy. A list that applies to East Lothian can be found in 

Table 2. 

 

 
16 UK BAP Priority Habitats | JNCC - Adviser to Government on Nature Conservation 

 

 

 

14.3 Priority Species 
Priority species are those found in East Lothian identified as: 

¶ Being the most threatened and requiring conservation action under the 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 

¶ Species identified within the Scottish Biodiversity list which are of 

principle importance for biodiversity conservation in Scotland. 

¶ Species rare or notable locally to East Lothian.  

Priority species will be protected through action delivered under the 

associated habitat statements. An ecosystem approach of conserving the 

whole environment and habitat instead of singular species projects that 

could impact non-target species will also be undertaken. 

An Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) list has been established to indicate 

which invasive species will need action to manage the impact they have on 

habitats and species.  

Both priority habitat and species lists advise site management decisions 

and development proposals to consider and avoid impacts on these 

species and habitats, as well as prioritise where conservation efforts 

should be focussed. This list can be found in appendix 1. 

 

17 https://www.nature.scot/doc/biodiversity-metric-scotlands-planning-system-key-
issues-consultation#2.3+Irreplaceable+Habitats-01  

(L. Miller, 2022)  

https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/uk-bap-priority-habitats/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/biodiversity-metric-scotlands-planning-system-key-issues-consultation#2.3+Irreplaceable+Habitats-01
https://www.nature.scot/doc/biodiversity-metric-scotlands-planning-system-key-issues-consultation#2.3+Irreplaceable+Habitats-01
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Broad 
Habitat 
Type 

Irreplaceable 
Habitat 

UKBAP Priority Habitat Other Important 
Habitat to East 

Lothian 

Landscape 
Character Type 

Coastal & 
Marine  

¶ Coastal sand 
dunes 

¶ Saltmarsh 

¶ Intertidal mudflats, seagrass beds, intertidal under-boulder 
communities, subtidal sands and gravels 

¶ Coastal sand dunes, maritime cliff and slopes, estuarine, coastal 
saltmarsh, Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh 

¶ Coastal heath ¶ Coastal terrace  

¶ Settled coastal 
farmland 

Terrestrial 
Freshwater  

¶ Lowland 
Fens 

¶ Rivers 

¶ Ponds 

¶ Lowland Fens 

¶ Bogs 

¶ Reedbeds 

¶ Burns 

¶ Lochs 

¶ Springs 

¶ Reservoirs 

¶ Riparian zone 

¶ Lowland river 
valleys 

¶ Upland fringes 

 

Woodland  ¶ Ancient 
woodland 

¶ Ancient and 
veteran 
trees 

¶ Lowland mixed deciduous wood, upland oakwood, upland ash 
woods, upland birch woods, wet woodland 

¶ Hedgerows 

¶ Wood-pasture and Parkland 

¶ Orchards  

¶ Decaying 
wood/deadwood 

¶ Scrub 

¶ Veteran trees 
 

 

¶ Upland fringes 

¶ Lowland river 
valleys 

Lowland farmed plains 

Farmland and 
Heathland 

¶ Blanket bog ¶ Arable field margins 

¶ Hedgerows 

¶ Lowland Heathland 

¶ Lowland acid, calcareous and neutral grassland.  

¶ Lowland Meadows 

¶ Peatland 
Farm ponds and wetlands 

¶ Grazed land 

¶ Agricultural fields 

 

¶ Plateau 
moorland 

¶ Lowland 
farmed plains 

 

Inland Rock  ¶ Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats 

¶ Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land 

¶ Lowland Meadows, lowland calcareous grassland, lowland dry acid 
grassland 

 ¶ Lowland hills 
and ridges 
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Broad 
Habitat Type 

Irreplaceable 
Habitat 

UKBAP Priority Habitat Other Important Habitat 
to East Lothian 

Landscape 
Character Type 

Urban ¶ Ancient and 
veteran trees 

¶ Orchards and Hedgerows 

¶ Lowland calcareous grassland and lowland dry acid 
grassland, lowland meadows 

¶ Ponds, rivers and burns 

¶ Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land 

¶ Wood-pasture and Parkland 
 

¶ Road and path verges 

¶ Blue and green 
infrastructure (including 
green roofs, raingardens, 
SUDS) 

¶ Street trees and veteran 
trees 

¶ Gardens, parks, open space, 
cemeteries, greenspaces, 
allotments and community 
growing sites, natural play 
spaces, golf courses 
 

¶ Settled coastal 
farmland 

¶ Lowland 
farmed plains 
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15 Broad Habitat Statements 
15.1 Coastal and Marine Landscape 

The entire Firth of Forth coastline and Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews 

Bay complex is designated as a Special Protection Area (SPA) due to its 

international importance for wading and other coastal birds, see appendix 

1. The Bass Rock, Fidra, Craigleith and other islands form part of the Forth 

Islands SPA. This is designated for its international importance to breeding 

birds and much of the wider coast is designated as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI).  

The landscape of the coast has varied habitats from sand dunes, maritime 

cliffs to saltmarsh and estuaries. With a variety of priority species from 

seabirds, wading birds, invertebrates, flora, lichens, and fungi in turn 

highlighting the importance of international wildlife legislation, coastal 

ecology, and visitor management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Historic and known pressures: 

o Climate Change ς Increases in cases of more extreme weather 

events ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ 

storms, extreme swells, drying out of dunes increasing chances of 

wildfires, erosion, and flood risk. Distribution of species changes 

with climate change for example changes in availability of prey for 

seabird populations in the Firth of Forth.18 

o Pollution ς Plastic pollution in the forms of general waste, nurdles 

(plastic pellets) and fishing litter impact coastal and marine habitats 

despite Local Authority and community efforts and litter initiatives. 

East LothianΩs coastline also has at risk of oil spillages as it sits along 

key shipping routes through to Firth of Forth ports as well as hosting 

a valuable fishing industry. Pollution can also have further impact 

during run off from inland development and agriculture. Light and 

noise pollution also impacts the marine environment. 

o Exploitation ς There have been documented instances of poaching 

that have impacts on local species populations. 

o Development ς Increased development along the coast to support a 

growing East Lothian increases pressure on coastal resources, 

habitat fragmentation and loss. As well an increase in population 

visiting the coastline increases impact and disturbance on habitats 

and Special Protection Area species. 

o Recreation ς 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

visitors. This brings increased disturbance, erosion, and instances of 

damage through irresponsible behaviour such as camping, fires and 

litter.  

18 Marine Ecology Progress Series 583:227 

Priority coastal and marine habitats:  

Intertidal mudflats, seagrass beds, 

intertidal under-boulder communities, 

subtidal sands and gravels. 

Coastal sand dunes, maritime cliff and 

slopes, estuarine, coastal saltmarsh, 

coastal and floodplain grazing marsh. 

Associated species include grey seal, 

tern species, puffin, lapwing, eider, 

gannet, herring gull, purple milk-

vetch. 

 

 

https://www.int-res.com/articles/meps_oa/m583p227.pdf
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o Invasive species ς Both native and non-native invasive species can 

colonise coastal habitats e.g. piri-piri bur affecting dune habitat, as 

well as sea buckthorn and tree mallow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Coastal and marine actions will work towards: 

o Protection, enhancement and restoration of coastal 

and marine habitats.  

 

o Ensuring coastal and marine habitats are in prime 

condition to sequester and store carbon, increasing 

resilience to climate change impacts. 

 

o Mainstreaming of natural solutions in climate 

adaptation and resilience planning.  

 

o Managing and reducing wildlife disturbance from 

recreation and development through management 

of sites, planning and development considerations 

and public engagement.  

 

o Management of invasive species and the impact 

they have on habitats and species within coastal 

habitats, with balance to the wider ecosystem.  

 

o Engaging litter initiatives with the public, business 

and industry. Reducing plastic pollution along our 

coastal and marine habitats.  

 

o Continuing to monitor and respond to poaching 

incidents.  

 

o Continue to respond and to pollution incidents  and 

act to prevent pollution with multi-agency partners. 
 

/ŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΥ 9ƛŘŜǊ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜƳŜ 

.ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŜƛŘŜǊ ό{ƻƳŀǘŜǊƛŀ ƳƻƭƭƛǎǎƛƳŀύ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {{{L ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ƻƴƎƴƛŘŘǊȅ  

ŀƴŘ 5ǳƴōŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ [ŜƛǘƘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

bƻǊǘƘ .ŜǊǿƛŎƪΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ Lƴ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ wŀƴƎŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 9ƛŘŜǊ 

ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ нллт ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ Wǳƭȅ 

ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 5ŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜǎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 

ǇǊŜŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜΦ 5ƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ Řŀǘŀ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǇǊƛƭ ǘƻ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀŘǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƛǘƘƛŜǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƪŜȅ 

ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ wŀƴƎŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ Řŀǘŀ 

ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ 
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15.2 Trees and Woodland Habitat 
The Tree and Woodland Strategy for East Lothian notes that in 2024 East 

Lothian had  a total woodland cover of 7,130 ha comprised of native 

woodland (1,423 ha). This was made up of upland oak wood, upland mixed 

ash wood, upland birch wood, scrub and undesignated native woodland, 

wet woodland and lowland mixed deciduous. Non-native woodland 

includes coniferous plantations.19 Other tree and woodland habitats that 

are valuable within East Lothian include hedgerows, wood-pasture and 

parkland, orchards, deadwood and veteran trees. Woodland cover in East 

Lothian is lower than the Scottish average and between 2011-2021 

decreased by 330 ha. Within the lowlands, woodland is concentrated 

within the river valleys and shelterbelts and hedges within the agricultural 

landscape as well as some remaining orchards.  Urban areas are also 

important for trees ranging from formal planting defining the urban 

structure to trees in parks, gardens and open spaces. Ancient and veteran 

trees are not uncommon throughout the lowlands. The Lammermuirs are 

dominated by heathland and moorland managed for grouse, with some 

areas of coniferous plantation. Native woodland cover is limited to within 

the cleughs and some juniper scrub in  in particular in the Lammer Law 

SSSI.  

The Council is progressing efforts to enhance and increase tree and 

woodland cover across East Lothian including the delivery of the East 

Lothian Climate Forest, actions  ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ 

Strategy and the implementation of the Tree and Woodland Strategy for 

East Lothian.  

 
19https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/
trees_tpos_and_consentH_for_tree_works/ 

 

 

 

 

Historic and known impacts 

o Climate change: Increases in extreme weather events such as 

Storm Arwen (2021) have caused significant damage and loss of 

trees across East Lothian. Periods of drought can impact growth 

and establishment, seedling recruitment, how well trees grow 

(productivity) and increase susceptibility to pest/diseases. Wildfire 

events may increase with changing climate and distribution of 

species may change.   

o Development and land-use change: Historic land use change for 

settlement and agriculture has led to fragmentation of woodland in 

East Lothian. Renewable energy development is an additional more 

recent pressure.  

o INNS, pests and diseases: Ash dieback disease is widespread in East 

Lothian and infected trees which pose a health and safety hazard 

are being removed. Other pests and diseases may establish 

because of climate change, shipping of trees, or spread via humans 

or animals. Increasing deer numbers prevents successful 

regeneration of woodland and establishment of trees.  

o Recreation: Increased and unmanaged recreation within our 

woodlands can erode sensitive areas and fragment habitats. 

Priority woodland and tree habitats: Lowland mixed deciduous 

woodland, upland oakwood, upland ash wood, upland birch wood, wet 

woodland, hedgerows, wood-pasture and parkland, and orchards.  

Associated species include wood warbler, spotted flycatcher, badger, 

bats and bluebell.  

 

 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consentH_for_tree_works/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consentH_for_tree_works/
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/ŀǎŜ {ǘǳŘȅΥ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ 

In 2021, East Lothian Council approved a policy intent to plant 2 

million trees across East Lothian over 10 years, to enable us to reach 

our target of a carbon neutral East Lothian and deliver biodiversity 

and green network benefits. 

The aim of this is to sequester CO2 and contribute to a transition to 

NetZero, as well as restore habitats and enhance tree and woodland 

networks. Ongoing tree planting across the county is being progressed 

by East Lothian Council, community groups, charities, landowners and 

developers in support of this. The QueenΩs Green Canopy also 

contributed to this target. The Tree and Woodland Strategy identifies 

appropriate tree planting locations and climate resilient species for 

the Climate Forest.  

 

Action for trees and woodland habitat will work 

towards: 

o Delivery of targets and actions within the Tree and 

Woodland Strategy for East Lothian. 

 

o Expansion and restoration of riparian woodland across 

East LothianΩs lowland river valley landscape. 

 

o Ensuring the retention of decaying wood habitat. 

 

o Identification of opportunities for woodland expansion 

without negative impact on other priority habitats.  

 

o Manage woodlands to ensure support of associated 

priority woodland species.  
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15.3 Freshwater Landscape 
There is approximately 75km of flowing freshwater in East Lothian, made 

up of the River Tyne, Biel Water, Peffer Burns and the lower reaches of the 

River Esk. These rivers are important habitat networks within a developing 

landscape.  

Wetlands cover 600ha in East Lothian which is made up of reservoirs, 

ponds, lochs and springs, marsh and bogs. The largest bodies of water are 

found at Whiteadder Reservoir and Hopes Reservoir in the Lammermuirs. 

The Hopes Reservoir and catchment sit within a SSSI. Other notable sites 

include Levenhall Links with valuable habitat for wading birds and North 

Berwick Law marsh combining marsh, grassland and wet woodland which 

are valuable habitat for amphibians, wetland birds and invertebrates as 

well as botanical interest. Both the River Esk and Tyne catchment are both 

important lowland river landscapes combined not only providing habitat 

but acting as a vital system for freshwater services and climate mitigation 

and adaptation services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
20 Rising water temperature in rivers: Ecological impacts and future resilience - Johnson - 
2024 - WIREs Water - Wiley Online Library 

Historic and known impacts 

o Pollution and nutrient enrichment: Freshwater habitats can be 

exposed to pollution altering nutrient content affecting the health 

of the habitat and the species within it. Water quality can be 

affected by contaminated run off and sewage.  

o Development and infrastructure: The River Esk and the River Tyne 

were historically modified with weirs and dams for industrial use. 

These have impact on the fish species using these rivers to breed 

upstream like salmon and trout.  Passes through these obstructions 

will help these populations travelling through habitat networks and 

reach breeding sites. Culverting of watercourses has also 

fragmented this habitat. 

o Climate change: Our rivers and wetlands are impacted by increased 

cases of extreme weather events, changes to temperature and 

rainfall levels leading which regularly lead to increases in run off 

and pollution, drying out events of wetlands, algal bloom events 

and  impact to habitat condition. Loss of riparian shade from trees 

and woodland contribute to increases in river temperatures which 

have an indirect and direct ecological impact on freshwater 

species.20  

o  

o Invasive Species: Invasive species in freshwater habitats pose a 

dual impact by altering the ecosystem and degrading their ability to 

withstand wider other impacts. Negatively affecting both 

biodiversity and recreational activities. For example, giant 

hogweed, Himalayan balsam and American mink.  

Priority freshwater habitats: 

Rivers, ponds, lowland fens, 

bogs, reedbeds. 

Associated species include 

otter, water vole, great crested 

newt. 

https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/wat2.1724
https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/wat2.1724
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o Recreation: Both managed and unmanaged recreation  can affect 

wildlife and habitat such as fishing and feeding wildfowl. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Case Study: Giant Hogweed eradication programme. 

East Lothian Countryside Volunteers have collaborated with 

landowners along the River Tyne to map and treat giant hogweed 

(Heracleum mantegazzianum). The management of the giant 

hogweed involves spraying plants in Spring and Summer and 

deadheading/digging up small plants before they set seed. Treated 

sites are then inspected to confirm absence of the plant. In 2023, 

the project introduced a GIS mapping tool to support surveying 

areas known to have had giant hogweed present. This project has 

been successful and has been expanded to map and treat giant 

hogweed along the River Esk, working across Mid- and East 

Lothian.  

 

Across our freshwater networks actions will work 

towards: 

o River catchment level action to create healthy ecologically 

diverse freshwater systems. 

 

o Protection and conservation of populations of priority and 

vulnerable freshwater species. 

 

o Exploration of opportunities for the removal of  barriers to 

migration of freshwater species. 

 

o Increasing awareness about our freshwater networks, and 

the species within them.  

 

o Promotion of education and awareness of land-management 

practices that impact our freshwater networks.  

 

o Understanding, mitigation and adaption of impacts from 

climate change and maximising nature-based solutions 

within adaptation plans and projects that protect freshwater 

networks.  

 

o Expanding and connecting wetland habitat networks where 

appropriate, in combination with enhancing existing 

habitats.  
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15.4 Urban Landscape 
East Lothian is a semi-rural local authority with a population of around 

113,740 in 2023 21. Towns and villages have expanded with increased 

development to support a growing population. Parks, public and private 

open spaces and greenspaces, green networks including active travel 

routes, school grounds, sports and recreation spaces, allotments and 

gardens provide habitat within our towns and villages. Urban habitats 

include woodland, trees, grasslands, hedgerows, freshwater networks and 

brownfield/derelict sites. These can play a critical role in linking 

fragmented natural habitats therefore enabling the movement, resilience 

and genetic exchange of species.  

Well-planned urban development that considers habitat connectivity 

contributes to the overall ecological health of East Lothian, supporting 

biodiversity and enhancing the resilience of ecosystems in the face of 

urbanisation. Urban areas are important for human habitation and nature 

positive design within our urban spaces will benefit human health and 

wellbeing providing spaces for recreation, social interaction, mental well-

being and connection to nature fostering care for the natural environment 

which is a key step in responding to the nature emergency. Biodiversity 

also improves environmental conditions through enhancing urban 

liveability by mitigating and adapting to climate change and reducing air 

pollution 

 

 

 

 
21 East Lothian Council Profile  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority urban habitats: Parks, Cemeteries, greenspaces, urban 

green networks, golf courses and allotments. Orchards, 

hedgerows and woodland areas. Road and path verges. Open 

mosaic previously developed land. 

Associated species include bats, hedgehog, badgers, foxes, 

lichens, , otter, house martin, garden birds, common toad, 

pollinators. 

https://webarchive.nrscotland.gov.uk/20241128121751mp_/https:/www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/east-lothian-council-profile.html
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Historic and known impacts 

o Climate change: Climate change impacts the habitats and wildlife 

within them as well as  humans in urban environments. Change in 

precipitation levels and temperatures due to climate change can 

impact plant species in urban habitats.22 23 

o Pollution: With land use change there is potential for increased risk 

of polluted run-off, soil contamination and noise and light pollution, 

especially as East Lothian is undergoing increased development. Air 

pollution has a negative impact to our plants, fungi and lichens.24  

o Urbanisation: Increased development and urbanisation can result 

in habitat loss or fragmentation by infrastructure projects. 

Increases in urbanisation can increase need for resources which can 

put pressures on ecosystem services. In the face of urbanisation, 

domestic gardens can provide habitats and refuge for wildlife. 

However, conversion of vegetated gardens to hardstanding  and a 

reduction of plants in gardens is a loss of greenspace and habitat. 

For example, in the UK more than 4.5 million front gardens have no 

plants and a quarter are completely paved over.25 Additionally, 

there is an increase in homeowners choosing artificial grass.26 

However, there are opportunities within urbanisation to design 

with nature, supporting and creating important habitat networks to 

benefit both nature and people.  

o Management: Traditional landscaping design of urban greenspaces 

can mean there is more intensive management for areas to look 

neat and tidy which can be unsympathetic to biodiversity. Planting 

of species that may have more aesthetic value than biodiversity 

 
22 journal.pone.0275044.pdf 
23 Urban environment, drought events and climate change strongly affect the growth of 
common urban tree species in a temperate city - ScienceDirect 
24 Clean Air for Wild Plants and Fungi - Plantlife 

value can reduce food, shelter and breeding resources for wildlife. 

Alternatively, lack of management can lead to low biodiversity 

value habitats such as rank grassland and spread of invasive 

species.  

o Invasive species: INNS and garden plants can spread from gardens 

into other habitats within the urban environment. Poor or absence 

of biosecurity can spread INNS, pests and pathogens. Himalayan 

balsam have been impacts East Lothians rivers and Japanese 

knotweed is a problem plant not just to biodiversity but to 

infrastructure. Domestic pets can impact local biodiversity. For 

example, cats predate local wildlife and dogs can cause disturbance 

within habitats as well as altering plant composition through 

nutrient input and spread of pest and disease from dog fouling.27 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 RHS front garden research: Greening Grey Britain / RHS 
26 Number of UK homes with artificial lawns expected to grow - Aviva plc 
27 https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1365-2656.13745  
28 Dogs and nature | The Wildlife Trusts 

file:///C:/Users/milll5/Downloads/journal.pone.0275044.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1618866723002546
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1618866723002546
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/our-work/clean-air-wild-plants-fungi/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-world/front-garden-research
https://www.aviva.com/newsroom/news-releases/2024/05/number-of-uk-homes-with-artificial-lawns-expected-to-grow/
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1365-2656.13745
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/dogs-and-nature
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Case Study: Buglife B-Line John Muir Pollinator Way and 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ 

The John Muir PƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊ ²ŀȅ ǿŀǎ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ .-line that 

stretches 134 miles running from birthplace of John Muir in 

Dunbar to Helensburgh in the west. The ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ Ψ.-ƭƛƴŜǎΩ 

opportunity map that follows the route of the John muir Way and 

3km either side of the route. The map identified wildflower forage 

and nesting habitats for pollinators and other wildlife that can be 

created, enhanced and managed including on school grounds, 

parks and greenspaces. As part of the project, pollinator habitat 

was improved at Prestongrange aǳǎŜǳƳΣ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ Haven and 

Prestonpans. 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

Greenspaces project, identifies, explores and provides advice on 

opportunities in parks and greenspaces in our towns and villages, 

supported by our communities. 

Within urban habitats actions will work towards: 

o Employing best practice of sympathetic management of 

priority urban habitats to improve the health of East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  

 

o Ensuring balance between providing for biodiversity and 

people within our urban habitats.  

 

o Promoting nature-based solutions that support 

biodiversity to mitigate and adapt our towns and villages 

to climate change. 

 

o Protecting, restoring, and enhancing our urban habitats 

and species.  

 

o Engaging urban biodiversity initiatives with East LothianΩs 

communities, promoting wider action for urban habitats 

and species that benefit people and nature.  
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15.5 Farmland and Heathland Landscape 
East Lothian has a rich farming heritage and a majority of the county is 

identified as prime quality agricultural land, hosting flat land with fertile 

soils with moderate rainfall and warmer temperatures.29 Arable and 

pasture farmland covers approximately 30,000 ha and 9,000 ha, 

respectively. There is extensive heathland across the Lammermuir Hills, 

covering around 7,000 ha providing habitat for mountain hare, grey 

partridge, adder and birds of prey.  

One of the main drivers of biodiversity loss is land-use change and 

historical land management practices for a variety of purposes such as 

food production and hunting has altered the amount, variety and condition 

of habitats, impacting our biodiversity. Scotland retains some of the largest 

and most intact blanket bog globally, but losses to drainage, land use 

change, commercial peat extraction and damage through burning has led 

to extensive degradation with an estimate that currently 75% of Scottish 

peatlands are damaged.30 Intensive agriculture such as tillage, drainage, 

pesticide and fertiliser use have impacts on wild species.  

Despite historical land management and the negative impacts to 

biodiversity and habitats, there has been a shift in more sustainable 

practices and technologies with incentives from national schemes. Some 

examples of scheme supporting landowners and farmers include the Agri-

Environment Climate Scheme (AECS) which promotes land management 

ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ natural heritage, improve 

water quality, manage flood risk, preserve historic sites and mitigate and 

adapt to climate change. From 2025, The Basic Payment Scheme requires 

applicants to provide a Whole Farm Plan incorporating a biodiversity audit 

 
29East Lothian by numbers | Statistics, facts and figures | East Lothian Council 
30 State of Nature Scotland Report | NatureScot 

of their land to help farmers and crofters become more productive and 

profitable while helping climate and nature targets.31 

Farmland and heathland are important habitats to East Lothian culturally, 

economically and for heritage. Management of these landscapes for 

biodiversity can benefit nature while also mitigating and adapting to 

impacts of climate change, while also providing sustainable food 

production. Therefore, it is important that farmers and landowners voices 

their voices are at the table when action planning for biodiversity and that 

representatives are included ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ. The 

National Farmers Union and The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust 

have helped shape this action plan and will help us deliver what is needed 

for our biodiversity across our farmland and heathlands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 Farm Biodiversity Project | NatureScot 

Priority Farmland and Heathland 

habitats: Arable field margins, 

hedgerows, lowland heathland, 

lowland acid, calcareous and 

neutral grassland, lowland 

meadows and peatland, farm 

ponds and wetlands. 

Associated species include grey 

partridge, mountain hare, 

Northern brown argus, adder, 

waxcap, specialist grassland fungi, 

barn owl beetles, pinked-footed 

geese, curlew, yellowhammer. 

 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210603/performance_and_spending/12025/statistics_facts_and_figures/2
https://www.nature.scot/doc/state-nature-scotland-report
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/social-and-economic-benefits-nature/natural-capital/farming-nature/farm-biodiversity-project
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Historic and known impacts 

o Climate Change 

Soil health is incredibly important for both agriculture and 

biodiversity. Increased drought and heavy rainfalls can cause 

erosion and deplete soil nutrients. Wildfires pose risks during 

periods of drought. Extreme weather events and season changes 

can impact flowering times impacting pollination rate and types of 

crops available to grow and food security.  

o Land-use change 

Demand for productivity influences how land is used which can 

result in fragmented or lost habitat. Forestry planting on 

unimproved grasslands contributes to loss of these priority habitats 

as well as peatlands/bog habitat. Under- and overgrazing impact 

the health and diversity of botanically rich grassland habitats. The 

Tree and Woodland Strategy for East Lothian does not support tree 

planting and woodland expansion on other priority habitats.  

o Fertilisers and pesticides 

Broad spectrum pesticides and herbicides have long-term effects 

on non-target invertebrates, many of which function as important 

biological pest control and pollinators.32 Inorganic fertilisers can 

reduce botanical diversity.33 

o Management 

Intensive management influences habitat health and availability. 

Changes in harvest seasons can impact breeding habitat of birds 

and small mammals. Tillage can impact soil habitats where species 

of invertebrates including pollinators overwinter. Intensification of 

 
32 Invertebrate biodiversity continues to decline in cropland | Proceedings of the Royal 
Society B: Biological Sciences 
33 Why does fertilization reduce plant species diversity? Testing three competition-based 
hypotheses 

grasslands can be detrimental to butterfly populations. Grazing can 

be a beneficial tool in conservation, however if unmanaged can 

impact plant species composition. If poorly managed and 

undertaken without due consideration of consequences, Muirburn 

and burning on deep peat, as well as the use of peat in horticulture, 

are threatening heathland/bog habitats. 34,35 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

34 The Wildlife Management and Muirburn Bill ς The dawn of a new era of upland 
management in Scotland? | Scottish Wildlife Trust 
35 3. Muirburn - Wildlife management: consultation analysis - gov.scot 

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2023.0897
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2023.0897
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1046/j.1365-2745.2001.00662.x#:~:text=Diversity%20usually%20drops%20when%20fertilizer%20is%20added%20to,%28Waide%20et%20al.%201999%3B%20Gross%20et%20al.%202000%29.
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1046/j.1365-2745.2001.00662.x#:~:text=Diversity%20usually%20drops%20when%20fertilizer%20is%20added%20to,%28Waide%20et%20al.%201999%3B%20Gross%20et%20al.%202000%29.
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/2023/09/the-wildlife-management-and-muirburn-bill/
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/2023/09/the-wildlife-management-and-muirburn-bill/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/wildlife-management-scotland-analysis-responses-consultation-exercise-analysis-report/pages/4/
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Case Study: Healthy Hedgerows Project  

East Lothian is a rural county with a rich farming history and 

hedgerows play an important habitat within these landscapes 

providing not only biodiversity benefits, but ecosystem services. 

Unfortunately, hedgerows have had a history of cultural change, 

land use change and policy change that has impacted the condition 

of our hedgerows. 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ East 

Lothian Climate Hub and the community organisations within the 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ 9ŀǎǘ [ƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ¢ǿŀ .ǳǊƴ ²ƻƻŘǎ 

project; are undertaking a pilot project of mapping and assessing the 

condition of hedgerows around East Linton in partnership with local 

farmers and landowners, using the Adams Hedgerow Management 

Scale. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ 

Endangered Species with training for volunteers to assess hedgerows 

around East Linton and the wider area which aims to help advise 

management and enhancement of hedgerow networks around East 

Lothian. The project is an exemplar of partnership working with 

landowners and farmers to help extend and enhance habitat 

connectivity across the farming landscape.   

Across our farmlands and heathland actions will work 

towards: 

o Protection, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats and 

species within the farming and heathland landscape. 

 

o Exploring and building opportunities for partnership-based 

farmland and heathland landscape work.  

 

o Championing and supporting landowners through their actions 

and projects for biodiversity. 

 

o Continuing to create and enhance native hedgerows across the 

farming landscape.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

(G. Pettigrew, 

2016) 



 

43 
 

15.6 Grasslands 
A priority habitat found across a wide range of 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ broad habitat 

and landscape are grasslands, consisting of: 

o lowland meadows 

o lowland calcareous grassland 

o lowland dry acid grassland 

o coastal dunes 

o amenity grassland 

o naturalised grassland 

o field margins 

o grazed grasslands 

¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ with over 97% of species-rich grassland 
lost in less than a century and only covering 1% of land36. There are many 
reasons for this including land-use change and conversion into crops with 
intensive management, tree planting or being lost or fragmented to 
development.  

The loss of these valuable and important habitats is alarming as grasslands 

provide critical food, shelter and breeding habitat for birds, invertebrates 

and mammals. Grasslands also keep soils healthy with diverse plants, fungi 

and microorganisms, supporting the ecosystem and reducing soil erosion.  

Grasslands play a significant role in our response to the climate 

emergency. Like trees, healthy and diverse grasslands can sequester 

significant amounts of carbon. Grasslands can hold the highest terrestrial 

carbon stock of any UK broad habitat due to their large area coverage 

 
36 Grassland - Plantlife 
 
37 Carbon Storage and Sequestration by Habitat 2021 - NERR094 

(including improved grasslands).37 Tree planting and woodland 

regeneration play an important role in our conservation and climate 

emergency response. However, it is important that afforestation efforts 

are conducted by planting the right trees in the right place, to ensure no 

detriment to other important habitats including grassland.38  

Actions for grasslands will be embedded across the different habitat action 

plans and will include restoration, enhancement and conservation of 

existing grassland ensuring they are healthy and diverse. Creation of new 

grassland habitat will increase connectivity across East Lothian and ensure 

that grasslands have a significant place and continue to be valued within 

East LothianΩs wider habitat mosaic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 38 Tree and Woodland Strategy for East Lothian | Trees, TPOs and Consent for Tree Works 
| East Lothian Council 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/protecting-plants-fungi/grassland/
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5419124441481216
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
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16 Geodiversity  
Geodiversity is the natural range of geological (rocks, minerals, and fossils), 

geomorphological (landforms, physical processes, and topography), soil and 

hydrological features. As the building blocks for our diverse habitats and our 

landscapes, it is equally important to value and conserve geodiversity.  

450 million years ago (mya), Scotland was south of the Equator, where sediments 

were deposited in deep waters. The collision of the Scottish landmass with 

England pressed and folded the sediments into hard rocks called greywackes. 

These form the upland mass of the Lammermuirs. Erosion of the greywacke led to 

the formation of other rocks: conglomerate around Oldhamstocks and Innerwick 

and sandstone around Gifford, Garvald and Dunbar. 

About 350 mya the changing climates facilitated further deposition of sediments. 

Different sedimentary rocks formed in different landscapes: for example, forests 

produced coal; shallow seas produced limestone. These rocks have become 

important resources in the coalfields around Tranent and the quarries near 

Dunbar. There was much volcanic activity at this time, particularly between North 

Berwick and Whittingehame. Lava and magma cooled to form large expanses of 

hard rock. These are seen today in the basalt outcrops of the Garleton Hills, 

Traprain Law, North Berwick Law, the offshore islands, and other smaller rocky 

outcrops. The geology of these sites helps to produce interesting and scarce 

vegetation. Volcanic activity at this time, created large expanses of hard rock 

between North Berwick and Whittingehame, such as Traprain and North Berwick 

Law. 

 

Geological processes continue today. Rivers and burns are constantly eroding 

their landscape, carrying and depositing boulders and sediment. Their channels 

fluctuate naturally, resulting in valleys, flood plains and meanders. Wind and 

wave power constantly erode and deposit sediment, particularly along the coast. 

Sand dunes are naturally mobile landforms. 

SSSIΩǎ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ for their geological features include 

Rammer Cleugh, Garleton Hills, Keith Water and Bangley Quarry. Mixed SSSI sites 

that are designated for their biological and geological features include Firth of 

Forth, Barns Ness Coast, Lammermuir Deans and Traprain Law. Other notable 

sites have been designated as Regionally Important Geological and 

Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) and Local Geodiversity Sites. These designations 

aim to protect the landforms and rock features that explain our landscape history.  
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Map Key 

Superficial deposits 

           River/loch alluvial flat 

           Blown sand 

           Raised beach 

           Sand and gravel 

           Glacial channels 

           Ice-flow direction 

 
Sedimentary rocks 
           Coalfield 
           Limestone field 
           Sandstone, mainly 
          Conglomerate 
          Greywacke 
 
Igneous rocks 
          Trachyte lava 
          Basalt lava 
          Intrusion 
 
Carboniferous sedimentary 
rocks generally covered by 
superficial deposits. Extensive 
sand and gravel along foothills 
and Dunbar- Cockburnspath 
plain     

Figure 3, map of the geodiversity of East Lothian. 

Illustration by David McAdam, 

Lothian & Borders RIGS Group 
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17 A Delivery Plan for East 

LothianΩs Biodiversity 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ tŀǊǘ н ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ Local Biodiversity Action Plan; it outlines the 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 

other key stakeholders will deliver to respond to the Nature Emergency 

and the ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ tŀǊǘ мΦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

Action Plan (ELBAP) has no end date. However, its focus is on the next 10 

years in line with this delivery plan and its vision to 2035.  

Actions in the previous East Lothian Local Biodiversity Action Plan (2009-

2013) were achieved and since then there have been various strategies, 

projects and actions, delivered by East Lothian Council, local communities, 

farmers and landowners and other organisations, to protect and enhance 

biodiversity.  These actions have been reported through 3 yearly 

Biodiversity Duty reporting to Scottish Government. 

This delivery plan captures the changes in national and local policy with the 

ƴŜǿ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

has identified priority Themes to respond to the impacts facing East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ
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18 Priority Themes 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ Local Biodiversity Action Plan sets out how the four priority Themes identified through East [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

Partnership  will achieve the Vision and deliver the prescribed OǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ

 

o Priority Theme 1: Landscape and habitat restoration and 

regeneration 
Actions will work towards landscape and habitat restoration and 

regeneration, ensuring diversity, health and resilience of habitats. 

Ecosystems will be healthy, resilient and deliver a wide range of 

ecosystem services. Habitats will be connected to support resilience and 

health of species across East Lothian. This will be done by connectivity 

and quality of green and blue networks, designated sites, nature 

networks and local biodiversity sites. 

 

o Priority Theme 2: Species recovery 
Actions will work towards effective species recovery and protection 

measures to restore species and support adaptation and resilience to 

threats. Priority species will increase in numbers and have healthy 

resilient populations within East LothianΩs landscapes and habitats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Priority Theme 3: People and nature 
Actions will work towards delivering biodiversity outcomes through 

partnership and joint working. There is strength in collaboration in 

biodiversity action, bringing a unified strategy and enabling more to be 

delivered. This includes the Biodiversity Partnership as well as the local 

community, members of the public and other stakeholders cultivating 

shared responsibility and leveraging local knowledge.  As well as 

responding to indirect threats to biodiversity, it will ensure more effective 

and sustainable outcomes while benefitting the people in our 

communities.  

 

o Priority Theme 4: Biodiversity, planning, policy and 

development 
Actions will work towards the integration and delivery of biodiversity 

action within land use, planning and development, to help reverse 

biodiversity loss and enhance nature through protection, enhancement 

and habitat creation, including through nature-based solutions, as an 

integral part of development ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ.  
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18.1  Priority  Theme 1:  Landscape and 

habitat restoration and regeneration 
East Lothian hosts diverse landscapes. The habitats within these 

landscapes face pressures impacting the natural processes within them by 

accelerating the degradation, fragmentation and loss. 

This Priority Theme focusses on delivering for: 

¶ hǳǘŎƻƳŜ мΥ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

diverse, healthy and resilient helping ecosystems delivery a wide 

range of ecosystem services. 

¶ Outcome 2: Protected areas will be connected and in good 

condition. 

¶ Outcome 5: Nature based solutions will be fundamental to our 

efforts to deliver NetZero and adapt to climate change. 

¶ Outcome 7: Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and valued 

across East Lothian and its communities.  

Landscape restoration and regeneration is the improvement of habitats 

and land on a large scale. It considers natural processes, circular and 

regenerative processes and is an essential part of rebuilding the ecological 

ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜs alongside biodiversity.  

East Lothian has many designated areas for nature conservation and 

geological interest ŀƴŘ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ {t!Ωǎ {{{L ŀƴŘ 

Local Biodiversity site over all they cover ооΦт҈ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ. East 

Lothians nationally and internationally designated sites cover 12.6% of East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ to the national target within the Scottish 

 
39 30 by 30 explained | NatureScot 

Biodiversity Strategy Ψ30 X 30 ǘŀǊƎŜǘΩ on a local level which is protecting 

ƻǾŜǊ ол҈ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ōȅ нлол39. 

It is crucial that these areas are continually protected and restored creating 

large areas of healthy habitat within the landscape while also working with 

natural processes, benefitting multiple species and ensuring resilient 

ecosystem services. Central to this approach is partnership and connecting 

people with nature and helping to provide context where human activities 

can be undertaken in balance and harmony with the natural environment. 

A resilient and diverse landscape ensures functioning ecosystems and the 

services they provide.40 

This plan has identified landscape characteristics of East Lothian using 

bŀǘǳǊŜ{ŎƻǘΩǎ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ¢ȅǇŜǎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ. Priority 

habitats have been categorised within these so that readers and users of 

this document can pinpoint which actions could target which landscapes 

and habitats.  

40 Nature Restoration at the Landscape Scale | NatureScot 

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/30-30-and-nature-networks/30-30-explained
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/land-and-sea-management/managing-land/nature-restoration-landscape-scale
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18.2  Nature Networks 
Priority Theme 1 incorporates the importance of habitat connectivity 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ, which is essential when one of the key 

drivers for biodiversity loss is habitat loss and fragmentation. Connectivity 

ensures movement of species and genetic exchange as well as resilience to 

environmental pressures and impacts.  

ΨbŀǘǳǊŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ-rich sites, including 

restoration areas, and other environmental projects through a series of 

areas of suitable habitat, habitat corridors and stepping-stones. As well 

as support regional and national approaches to protect and restore 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ41 

In line with the Scottish GovernmentΩs 5-year delivery plan, Nature 

Network framework42 and National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4)43, East 

Lothian Council has begun implementing nature network plans and 

projects to establish habitat connectivity. NPF4 outlines that development 

proposals will contribute to build and strengthen nature networks and the 

connections between them. Further, development proposals for national 

or major development, or for development that requires an Environmental 

Impact Assessment, will only be supported where it can be demonstrated 

that the proposal will conserve, restore and enhance biodiversity, including 

nature networks so they are in a demonstrably better state than without 

intervention. 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ nature network 

include: 

 
41 Nature Networks Explained - Nature Networks 
42 Nature Networks Framework | NatureScot 
43 https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/  

Nature Networks East Lothian -  a project developed by East Lothian 

Council to identify, explore, provide advice on and deliver nature network 

opportunities supported by our communities, in suitable areas of Council 

ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ǘƻǿƴǎ 

and villages. The objective was to identify areas which have the potential 

for development of enhanced and connected nature networks and 

biodiversity enhancements with community support to produce an Action 

Plan which East Lothian Council aim to deliver over the coming years, 

bringing a wide range of benefits to nature and people.44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

44 Nature Networks in our parks and greenspaces | Nature Networks | East Lothian 
Council 

https://naturenetworks.scot/what-are-nature-networks/nature-networks-explained/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/nature-networks-framework
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/nature_networks/2
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Within the national landscape, protected areas such as Local Nature 

Conservation Sites, Local Nature Reserves, Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest and Special Protection Areas continue to form vital areas of 

protection for a variety of species and some form important habitat 

networks, such as Firth of Forth SSSI. These are managed areas and 

conserve some of the best examples of our priority habitats and our 

specialist species. In 2008, The East Lothian Local Plan recognised a series 

of local wildlife sites, identified by the Scottish Wildlife Trust. It gave these 

sites a measure of protection, though not as great as that afforded to SSSIs 

and internationally designated sites.  

Within the 2018 Local Development Plan, a new approach to local 

conservation sites was implemented recognising the importance of 

ecological networks in delivering a more effective service than 

conservation of individual and isolated sites. A main objective of Local 

Biodiversity Sites was to link up the nationally designated sites establishing 

a habitat network. 45 

Additionally, 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ όǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ 

supplementary planning guidance) was created in support of new green 

network policies of East Lothian Local Development Plan 2018 with Central 

Scotland Green Network project. This investigated and addressed gaps 

within existing grassland, woodland and wetland habitat networks.  

Actions will work towards spatially defining Nature Networks and 

identifying opportunities for habitat connectivity, ensuring that East 

[ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 

habitats to protected sites, locally designated sites, and other important 

habitats and through our towns and villages to benefit both biodiversity 

and our local community. Mapping habitat connectivity will help guide 

 
45 Technical Note 10: Planning for Biodiversity | East Lothian Council 

what projects and actions can be applied to build and strengthen nature 

networks, for developers, planning, landowners and managers and 

community groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This priority theme will work towards: 

o Establishing partnerships to consider new opportunities for 

landscape and habitat projects.  

o Increasing the quality and area of natural and semi natural 

habitats. 

o Protecting, restoring and enhancing designated habitat within 

the landscape.  

o Identification and implementation of landscape restoration 

and conservation. 

o Ensuring habitats are in healthiest condition to increase 

resilience and adaptation to impacts.  

o Enhancing, connecting and restoring habitats to create 

resilient and healthy habitat networks across East Lothian.  

o Creating partnerships and collaboration to guide what 

enhancements, restoration and networks are suitable across 

areas of East Lothian. 

o Ensuring cross boundary and meaningful connectivity between 

designated and priority habitats.  

o Spatially defining 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ 

existing connectivity and opportunities for enhancement, 

creation and restoration. 

 
 

 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/27787/technical_note_10_planning_for_biodiversity
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18.3  Priority Theme 2: Species Recovery 
East Lothian is home to over 4,000 species. Many are at risk, including from 

climate change impacts, habitat loss and degradation, pollution, pests and 

disease, disturbance and competition from Invasive Non-Native Species. It 

is vital that these species are conserved and supported to adapt to these 

pressures and thrive within the ecosystem. 

This Priority Theme centres on action to protect, conserve and support the 

recovery of species, including nationally and locally important notable and 

priority species within East Lothian. It delivers for:  

¶ Outcome 3: The abundance and distribution of priority 

species will increase in numbers and have healthy and 

resilient populations. 

¶ Outcome 4: Harmful Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) 

will be managed so that they no longer degrade priority 

habitats and native species or impede on their restoration. 

¶ Outcome 7: Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and 

valued across East Lothian and its communities.  

Historically, there are many iconic priority species that have been recorded 

in East Lothian. However, they have been lost or are incredibly rare across 

the county. For example, red squirrels (Scuirus vulgaris) were native across 

the UK, but with pressures from invasive non-native grey squirrel and loss 

of habitat, populations have declined. They have historically been recorded 

in East Lothian, with few sightings in present day. There are existing 

populations within the Scottish Borders, but there is minimal supportive 

habitat in East Lothian for movement into the county and there is not 

 
46 Single species conservation as an umbrella for management of landscape threats | PLOS ONE 

currently a concentrated project managing grey squirrel populations within 

the county. 

Another example is the Atlantic salmon (Salmon salar) in our rivers, an 

iconic species to Scotland and important to river ecosystems and the rural 

economy. There has been a decline in population of salmon throughout 

most of their native range. Reasons for decline include climate change, 

poor water quality, barriers to movement, exploitation and invasive non-

native species.  

Priority species action can drive larger scale habitat restoration and 

conservation benefitting multiple non-target species through flagship or 

umbrella species projects, investment, research and public 

understanding.46 Managing habitat for these priority species such as great 

crested newt, are often conferred with protection of a number of species. 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ Priority Species List can be 

found in appendix 1. This list has been created by East Lothian Biodiversity 

Partnership and local taxonomic experts. It has advised actions and 

projects for species recovery. Action to protect species will continue 

through habitat conservation, species translocations and public 

engagement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (A. Marland) 
 (A. Marland) 

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0209619
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Examples of pressures on priority species in East Lothian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority Species Pressure 

Great crested newt Loss, availability and 
fragmentation of habitat. 
Climate change. 

Salmon and trout Climate change and barriers to 
movement upstream. Climate 
change, river water quality and 
reduce area of riparian 
woodland cover.   

Northern brown argus Loss and availability of habitat. 
Climate change. 

Water vole Habitat loss and fragmentation. 
Pollution and predation. 

Grey partridge Habitat loss and availability. 

Juniper Overgrazing and 
fragmentation. 

Lichens Climate change, pollution 
habitat loss. 

This priority theme will work towards: 

o Identifying priority species within East Lothian.  

o wŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ 

species.  

o Ensuring that there are suitable healthy habitats to 

support priority species. 

o Identification and development of projects that protect, 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ 

species.  
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18.4  Priority Theme 3: People and nature 
Partnerships play a crucial role in the successful implementation of 

biodiversity action plans. Collaboration between local authorities, 

environmental organisations, stakeholders and community members can 

ensure projects are well-rounded, address ecological concerns while also 

benefitting the community and stakeholders. This collaborative approach 

promotes sustainable development and fosters a sense of shared 

responsibility for biodiversity action across East Lothian.  

Priority Theme 3 centres actions that incorporate community and public 

engagement with extra emphasis on: 

¶ Outcome 6: Natural Capital will be embedded and valued within policy 

and decision making.  

¶ Outcome 7: Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and valued across 

East Lothian and its communities. 

There is already strong partnership working underway to deliver for 

ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜs and cross boundary partners.  

East Lothian Biodiversity Partnership consists of over 20 stakeholders and 

consultees comprising of government bodies, local government services, 

charitable organisations, research organisations, community groups, 

landowners, businesses and local taxonomic experts. This partnership 

brings together stakeholders and the expertise to co-design and deliver 

actions. 

 

 

 

Volunteers and community groups play an important role in delivering 

biodiversity actions, including habitat restoration, data collection and 

fostering ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ 

gardens, parks and greenspaces. Their involvement enhances the scope 

and effectiveness of conservation efforts, making it collaborative and 

inclusive. They have made many positive changes for wildlife and the local 

community for many years in East Lothian. The East Lothian Countryside 

Volunteers (ELCV) have supported Countryside Ranger staff to manage 

countryside sites and complete data collection whilst other groups focus 

on urban habitats such as ΨInBloomΩ groups helping to boost nature and 

wildlife in our towns and villages. East Lothian Climate Action Network has 

grown into a vast network of local organisations community groups 

delivering local climate and biodiversity projects and activism.  
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There are many organisations delivering projects in East Lothian including 

the Scottish Seabird Centre that works to provide interpretation, 

engagement and conservation for the coastal and marine environment, 

ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ млллΩǎ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 

environment. East Lothian Council and Scottish Wildlife Trust work in 

partnership to monitor Local Biodiversity Sites.   

Local community groups have been delivering projects within their local 

towns and villages for biodiversity, climate change and people. East 

Lothian Climate Action Network (ELCAN) is a collaborative community of 

community groups, community-based organisations and non-profits 

aiming to advocate for a sustainable and inclusive environment and to 

amplify their collective voice and work. These stakeholders are vital to the 

successful delivery of local biodiversity and climate action. 

On the River Esk, the Citizen Esk project was set up by Forth Rivers Trust. It 

provides a voice for the communities within the Esk catchment to highlight 

the impacts community members see affecting their local river. ELCV have 

been mapping INNS along the River Tyne and River Esk for their Giant 

Hogweed Eradication Programme.  

Landowners and farmers play an important role in biodiversity action. They 

have a wealth of experience about the land they manage and despite often 

being held responsible for biodiversity loss, farmers have already been 

delivering for nature through government schemes and out of their own 

interest for the natural environment. Biodiversity loss impacts farming and 

so wildlife friendly farming not only benefits our natural environment, but 

it also helps strengthen food security and supports farming business.47    

 
47 The case for increased investment in Nature for UK Food Security.pdf 

All these efforts not only benefit biodiversity but also the health and 

wellbeing of people in our communities. 

Young people are incredibly important stakeholders for the future of our 

planet. Involving young people in acting for biodiversity and supporting 

their voices for the natural environment is essential to creating awareness 

for biodiversity. On the front line of shaping young ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ understanding 

of biodiversity and the nature emergency are teachers and environmental 

educators. With the correct knowledge, tools and support they can make a 

huge impact on how children and young people shape biodiversity action. 

East Lothian has 41 registered Eco Schools, East Lothian Council 

Countryside Rangers lead Junior ranger sessions and group events for 

different ages including John Muir Awards for young people. There is 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

and wellbeing through nature play and equity in access to nature. These 

initiatives shape youth understanding and resilience toward biodiversity 

conservation and preservation and the benefits it provides for their health 

and wellbeing. 

These case studies are not the only projects being delivered  and 

partnerships are crucial in the delivery of action for biodiversity. 

Collaborative working will continue to ensure a unified approach and 

address challenges to sustain long-term positive outcomes.  

People delivering for nature can further address how some indirect drivers 

to biodiversity loss can be tackled. While most indirect drivers of 

biodiversity loss need to be addressed at national and global levels, there 

are also local actions that can effectively tackle these issues locally.  

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/The%20case%20for%20increased%20investment%20in%20Nature%20for%20UK%20Food%20Security.pdf
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This priority theme will work towards: 

o Support and collaboration with community groups, championing 

local projects that benefit both biodiversity and the health and 

wellbeing of the local community. Further, supporting projects to 

align with wider biodiversity aspirations for East Lothian and on a 

national level.  

 

o Embedding biodiversity in governance and decision making. 

 

o Informal learning and skills sharing for all ages and championing 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  

 

o Embed nature and environmental learning at all levels of 

education.  

 

o Involve people in decision-making and demonstrating best 

ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  

 

o Raise awareness of biological recording, with signposting and 

engagement materials. 

 

o Identify and respond to indirect drivers to biodiversity loss in East 

Lothian. 
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18.5  Priority Theme 4: Biodiversity, 

Planning, Policy and Development 
East Lothian has one of the fastest population growth rates of all 32 local 

authorities in Scotland, with forecast growth of 23.3% from 2012 up until 

203748 compared with 8.8% nationally over the same sample period.  

Increased development and infrastructure puts pressure on biodiversity.49 

Integrating biodiversity considerations into development planning is 

essential for sustainable growth, helping mitigate the impact of 

urbanisation on habitats and supporting both ecosystems and climate 

resilience in East Lothian. 

Priority Theme 4 will address how planning, policy and development can 

contribute to delivering for biodiversity and all the outcomes prescribed 

alongside the ELBAP vision. 

Strategies, policies, and principles in place that aid biodiversity 

enhancement in planning include: 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) which emphasises the role 

planning has in reversing biodiversity loss and delivering positive effects 

for biodiversity. Policy 3 of NPF4 states that all development will 

contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity including, where relevant, 

restoring degraded habitats and building and strengthening nature 

networks and the connections between them. Proposals should also 

integrate nature-based solutions. The Policy requires that proposals for 

local development should only be supported if the application includes 

ΨŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΩ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

 
48 East Lothian by numbers | Statistics, facts and figures | East Lothian Council 
49 NatureScot Research Report 1309 - Understanding the Indirect Drivers of Biodiversity 
Loss in Scotland | NatureScot 

nature and scale of development.50  This plan aims to capture the 

requirements of Policy 3 within the framework and support the delivery of 

requirements for both planners and developers. NatureScot has produced  

guidance to support developers implementing this policy.51 

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ (LDP) 

NPF4 requires Local Development Plans to protect, conserve, restore and 

enhance biodiversity in line with the mitigation hierarchy. They should also 

promote nature recovery and nature restoration. They should facilitate the 

creation of nature networks and strengthen connections between them, 

restoring degraded habitats or creating new habitats; and incorporating 

measures to increase biodiversity including priority species.  

9ŀǎǘ [ƻǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ [ƻŎŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 

The next LDP will identify and protect Local Nature Conservation Sites, 

including Local Biodiversity Sites and Local Geodiversity. The Spatial 

Strategy of the LDP will establish and grow Nature Networks to help 

protect and restore the biodiversity, ecosystems and natural processes in 

East Lothian.  

Biodiversity Net Gain 

Biodiversity net gain is an initiative that requires new developments to 

result in measurable increase in biodiversity and leave it in a measurably 

better state than it was before. Scotland does not currently have its own 

biodiversity net gain metric and there is work progressing in the 

development of a Scottish metric. Currently, NatureScot provides guidance 

on how the Scottish planning system can integrate the existing metrics 

50 Part 2 ς National Planning Policy - National Planning Framework 4 - gov.scot 
51 Developing with Nature guidance | NatureScot  

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210603/performance_and_spending/12025/statistics_facts_and_figures/2
https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1309-understanding-indirect-drivers-biodiversity-loss-scotland#6.3.+Urbanisation
https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1309-understanding-indirect-drivers-biodiversity-loss-scotland#6.3.+Urbanisation
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/pages/3/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-guidance
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found in England. Irreplaceable habitats, priority habitats and species 

which require conservation at a local level should be used to advise plans 

and developments.52 This is to ensure projects are conducted with 

no/minimal negative impact on irreplaceable, priority habitats and species, 

and to enhance biodiversity. Habitats and species can be found in appendix 

1.  

This ELBAP will prioritise integrating biodiversity within policy, strategies 

and planning to help deliver meaningful biodiversity actions in future 

developments and projects. It will work towards a better understanding of 

biodiversity and its role within the planning process. This includes 

supporting and guiding those involved with these processes with new 

legislation such as NPF4, ensuring understanding of requirements and how 

they can be efficiently applied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
52 ! .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ aŜǘǊƛŎ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳ μ bŀǘǳǊŜ{Ŏƻǘ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This priority theme will work towards: 

o Planning and development policies will protect and 

enhance biodiversity as a priority, as per NPF4. 

 

o Developing local guidance for biodiversity requirements 

with aims to guide planning and development to deliver 

positive outcomes for nature at a local level. 

 

o New developments will ensure creation and retention of 

habitat, while also supporting species. Proportionate to 

the nature scale of development.  

 

o Promotion and enhancement of green and blue 

infrastructure within new developments. 

 

o Ecosystem Services will be considered within 

development proposals and planning decisions 

 

o Ensuring that a base level of local and national 

biodiversity knowledge is integrated within training and 

guidance for planners, developers and ELC staff, 

supporting the delivery of requirements for biodiversity 

enhancement, protection and habitat creation. 

 

 

 

https://www.nature.scot/doc/biodiversity-metric-scotlands-planning-system



































































































