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1 Executive Summary
9l ald [20KAlLyYyQa [ 20 f
tackle the Nature Emergency by protecting and enhannatigre in

East Lothian. It has been produced by East Lothian Council on behalf of
9Frad [20KALFYQa . A2RAOSNEAGES
collaborative partnership working.

The LBAP recognises that biodiversity is under threat both globally and
nationall. Itseeks to ensure that nationally and locally important
species and habitats are conserved and enhanced through local action,
to help East Lothian tackle the interlinked Climate and Nature
Emergencies. The LBAP identifies actions and efforts that contribute
towards mitigating further biodiversity loss, engugthat our habitats

are diverse and in healthy condition and that our ecosystems are
healthy and resilient.

The plan focusses on local context, to ensure East Lothian delivers its
part of national and international priorities to protect and enhance
nature. It includes an Action Plan which suppahts delivery of actions
aligning with the Scottish Biodiversity Strategya local level.

With expertise and knowledge from local specialists, groups and
community members this plan identifies local priorities for protecting

and enhancing ecosystems, habitats and species in East Lothian. As well
as implementing actions to assist the responsé®interlinked

Climate and Nature Emergencies, the plan reflects the importance of
engaging communities and citizens with delivery of actions.

This Biodiversity Action Plan embeds landscape scale ambition of
NBal2Nl GA2y GKNRdAAK
priority habitats. It also aims to raise awareness of the wildlife and

. A2RADGSNEAGE congmuntiesof Ragt othiang [

t I NI st%l{ér;ﬁ Anbitoriin&n

GKS O2yaSNBI GA2Y S

habitats of East Lothian at a national and local level as well as
highlighting the contribution local biodiversity makes to the
2dz0 | OGA
TheAction Plaracknowledges the importance of people in the response
_to the Nature Emergency and that biodiversity not only benefits our
% %ﬁefﬁealth aﬁd%llgeﬁﬁ@cﬂ oufcdmmunities.
Community action has played an important role in deliveringlloc
biodiversity projects to date. Thiction Plan aims to continue to
support the delivery of local community projects and champion local
LIS2 L) SQa @2A0Sa IyR FOGA2y F2NJ o7
Further, this action plan highlights the significant impacts and
opportunities that development and planning have on biodiversity and
nature. This includes the adverse impacts they can have but also the
recognition that they play an important role in créaj and delivering
positive effects for biodiversity and nature.

[20KALFYyQa [ 201 f

't 0o asSaa

91 ai .A2RAODSNAEAGE

2035 to:
T wSaG2NE FyR NBEISYSNI (S 0A2RADS
freshwater, coast and marindabitats.

1 Ensure that our natural environment, habitats, ecosystems and
species will be diverse, thriving, resilient and adaptable to
climate change.

T 9yIFo6fS 9lald [204KAFYyQa O02YYdzy Al
part in the stewardship of the local and national natural
environment, central to a nature positive future.

7 7

FYR LINPOSOGAZ2Y F2NJ 9lad [20K



The Delivery Plan sets out a partnership approach to delivering actions, 5. Nature based solutions will be fundamental to our efforts to
G2NJAYy3I gAGK 1Se adlr{1SK2t RSNA Ay (KS ddiiNetZediakdabapt@limatd chahged S NA A ( &

Partnership and other community organisations, neighbouring local 6. Natural Capital will be embedded and valued within policy
authorities, and Government agencies such as Natog$o maximise and decision making.

delivery of actions for nature and identify further opportunities for 7. Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and valued across
nature restoration, naturebased solutions, and protection of East Lothian and its communities.

biodiversity, both within the county and in connection to larger habitat

networks. The Action Plan 2022035 includes the following East Lothian

ENRAZNRGE GKSYSa KFOS 0SSy ARSYGATASEG@pegndhabitatypes:, € Al ion e RA @S NE A
. | Coastal and Marine Landscape Actlon Plan
Partnership to respond to the Nature Emergency and protect and

SYKIyOS 9lati [20KAFYQa 0A2RAOSNEAGE® 'Ut Fegaater Nepygrks Action Plan
Farmland and Heathland Landscape Action Plan

o Priority Theme 1: Landscape and habitastoration and Tree and Woodland Action Plan

=a

re_gerjeration _ 1 Urban Landscape and Golf Courses Action Plan
Y Pr!or?ty Theme 2: Species recovery 1 Planning, Development and Biodiversity Action Plan
0 Priority Theme 3: People and nature I People and Nature Action Plan
o Priority Theme 4: Biodiversity, planning, policy and development
Each priority theme will deliver at least one of the following Outcomes The Action Plan is intended to be a working document. A
aligning with the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy: monitoring framework will be set up with key indicators to chart

] ] U R » progress of actions. East Lothian Biodiversity Partnership will
1.9Fad [20KAlIYyQa fFyRaOl LIS | yR LINRA %HHJ‘&[IH/ Covidvlin@ &eﬁvéry‘pﬁan £ha tfwetproélre%s o'?aﬁ:t%r%'\'ﬁ S5
healthy and resilient helping ecosystems deliver a wide range within it to ensure agreed targets are being met and that they are
of ecosystem services. still suitable and achievable. Progress with delivering the LBAP will

2. Protected areas will be connected and in good condition. be reported annually, in addition togearly progress updates to
3. The abundance and distribution of priority species will (iKS {O020GAaK D2OSNYYSyYy(l (KNERdAF
increase in numbers and have healthy and resilient Biodivesity Duty reporting.
populations.
4. Invasive NonANative Species (INNS) will be managed so that
they no longer degrade priority habitats and native species or
impede on their conservation and restoration.



INNS:Invasive nomative species.

2 Glossary

_ ] _ Landscape Scale restoratioRefers to large scale projects that incorporate
AECSAgriEnvironment Climate Scheme

landscapdevel processes.

Biodiversity: The variety of plants and animals, and the habitats in which they
live.

Nature network YA nature network connects nature rich sites and other
environmental projects through a series of areas of suitable habitat, habitat

Blue- green infrastructure:A combination of natural and manmade elements in O2 NNA R2 NA ': YR WausLILAY 3 aaws, orger Qr§s§, 2NJ g A
urban areas. It integrates greenspaces like parks and gardens and blue elements Meadows and trees, rain/bog gardens or wetland areas. Other benefits to nature

such as rivers and ponds. This approach helps provide environmental, social and N€tworks include helping us to adapt to climate change in our urban @xas
economic benefits to communities. NatureScot, Nature Networks Explained.

Climate adaptation:Adjustment or preparation of natural and/or human systems  NFU:National Farmers Union

to the current and expected effects of climate change. NPF4National Planning Framework 4

Climate changeThe longterm shifts in temperatures and weather patterns

cl ) RAMSARSiItes designated to be of international importance under the Ramsar
climate

convention.

Climate mitigation:Actions and efforts that reduce or prevent the production of Riparian woodlandWoodland au trees situated alongside and adjacent to rivers
man-made greenhouse gas emissions to help limit the magnitude of climate and streams.
change.

. _ _ \ RSPBRoyal Society for the Protection of Birds.
Ecosystem serviceServices provided by the natural environment and healthy

ecosystems that benefit humans. SPASpecial Protection Area
EcosystemA biological community of interacting organisms and their physical SSSiSite Of Special Scientific Interest.
environment. Plants, animals, other organisms, weather and landscapes work

SWT:Scottish Wildlife Trust
together.

Umbrella speciesSpecies that whose conservation is expected to confer

Geodiversity:The natural range of geological (rocks, minerals, fossils), protection to many naturallgo-occurring species

geomorphological (landform processes) and soil features.
GWCTGame and Wildlife Conservation Trust
Habitat mosaic:An area comprised of multiple habitat types.

Hibernacula:A shelter occupied during the winter by a dormant animal.



degrning more about local, national, and global biodiversity.

3Welcometo9 | &0 [ RotakK A |y e S C
Experiencing it yourself by either being out in the countryside or in your

Biodiversity Action Plan own local greenspace.

3.1 Whatis biodiversity? Taking positive action to conserve, protect and enhance biodiversity in

Biodiversity is the web of lifét isthe variety of all living things and the our personal and/or our professional lives.

ecosystems where they livim on land or in waterlt isfundamental to
humanlife, as biodiversity isssentiako our health wellbeing and
economy.

3.2 What is the East Lothiamtal Biodiversity

ActionPlar?
OFrad [20KAlyQa [20It . A2RAQOSNRAAGESR
conservation priorities and projectsfort a i [ 2 0 KAl yQa o6 A ;‘
natural environmentlt aimsto improve the condition of habitats and &
protect specieswhile alsacontributingto restoring and enhancing
landscapes. The LBAP will help further our understanding of nature and
tackle some of the threats that biodiversityces locallyThe LBARill
enable local people to take part in conservation initiatives on their
doorstep and help raise awareness about the value of the environment.
In doing the above, the LBAP will not only improve and support G
biodiversity, but it will also benefit the health, wellbeing and quality of
life for people in East Lothian.

3.3 Who is this document for?

Whether your interest in biodiversity is personal, professional or poth
this planidentifieswaysto protect and enhanceature andbiodiversity
across East Lothiaft.will alsoguideyou to identify how we all can make
positive changes for biodiversity by:




3.4 How to use this document 3.5 How can you get involved?
This action plams intwo parts ] ] 3 o )
9OFLald [20KAFYyQa [20Ff . shcdRstigaOmme | &

Part 1will introduce you tahe national and local status dfiodiversity delivered by a variety of stakeholders framk &G [ 2 i KAl y Q4

andthe policycontext It alsocelebrateswvhat has already been delivered Partnershipfrom NGG to localcommunitygroups It seeks to encourage
across the county for biodiversityhe landscape characteristics of East others to act forbiodiversity andsuggests howou can get involvedia
Lothianare illustratedto identify how actionscan contributeto members2 ¥ 9 a i B|¢d|2emsKy)Parlyiemsé|p or lmontactingEast

landscape scaleiodiversity actio®® 9 ad [ 20 KA yQa LINA22NRKIAEH yKBiodRalzlydesh. (K3 @ S
beenidentified alongside irreplaceable habitats and otlegually

AYLER NI YyG KFEoAGlEGa GK Iwider iixBitgtindsaico dzii SCoraet e@qlllandscape,arfﬁq:@wntrwssldf@eastlothlan gov.uk
whichare@A Gt G2 9 adA(RSEDI gNaAGORYYHALI yQa : (i

species listombines species that are threatened, requiring conservation
action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan, identified within the
Scottish Biodiversity List and species rare or notable locally to East
Lothian.These lists help advise site management decisions and
development proposals to consider and avoid impacts on these specieg
and habitatswhile prioritisingwhere conservation efforts should be '
focussed. This provides the context to the Vision a@uitcomes for East
[20KAlLyQa [.!td

Part 2setsoutthe delivery plano achieve th&isionandOutcomes
throughPriority Themegowards2035 Priority Themeshave been
identifiedt hr ough East Lot hi andrespoBd tdna i (Wl
Nature Emergencyurthe, thereporting andnonitoring of these actions S
explainedincludinganannual review of actions througha st Lot hi ¢
Biodiversity Partnershiggnsuringdelivery mechanisms are still suitable
and achievinghe agreed targets.


mailto:landscapeandcountryside@eastlothian.gov.uk

Introduction to East Lothiaf a
LocalBiodiversity Action Plan

East Lothiaf BocalBiodiversity Action Plan sets out actiongackle
the Nature Emergency lprotectingand enhanmgnature in East
Lothian. Ithas beemproducedthrough aprocess of collaborative
workingthrough the East LothigaBiodiversity Partnershipseeking to
ensure nationally and locally important species and hab#ia¢
conserved and enhanced throudgital actionto help East.othian
tackle the Climate and Nature Emergenciééth expertise and
knowledge from locaspecialistsgroupsand community memberthis
plan will identify local priorities for protecting and enhancing
ecosystemshabitatsand speciesn East LothianThisplanwill also
assist inmplemeningactionsto respondto the interlinked Qimate and
Nature Emergencieandreflect the importance of engaging
communities and citizenwith delivery of actions

The first East Lothian Biodiversity Action Plan was produced in 2003
with an aim of highlighting threats and issues relating to habitats and
species at risk of extinction. TlsabsequenELBAP (20@2013) aimed
to ensure that no locally native species or habitats becomes extinct,
reverse the loss of priority species, reverse the decline in extent and
quality of priority habitats and involve local communities in the
biodiversity process.

1Tackling the Nature Emergencgcottish biodiversity strateqy to 20450v.scot

ThisAction Plaraims toraiseawareness of the wildlife and habitats of
East Lothian at a national and lotalelas well ahighlighingthe
contribution local biodiversitynakes tothe communities of East
Lothian.It will identify actions and efforts thatontribute towards
mitigating further biodiversity loss, ensure that our habitats are diverse
and in healthy condition and that our ecosystems are healthy and
resilient. Theplan focusses on local contex ensure East Lothian
delivers its part of national and internationgiiorities to protect and
enhance naturelt includes amctionPlan which supports delivery of
actions aligning with the Scottish Biodiversiiiyategyat a local levet.

The Delivery Plan sets out a partnership approach to delivering actions,
working with key stakeholders in the East Lotldiodiversity
Partnershipand other community organisations, neighbouring local
authorities,and Government agencies such as NatureScotaximise
delivery of actions for nature and identify further opportunities for nature
restoration, naturebased solutions, and protection of biodiversity, both within
the county and in connection to larger habitat networks.



https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045-tackling-nature-emergency-scotland-2/

. . )4 can use this document to identify how they can apply policies of
5 AI mS Of EaSt LOthlm a National Planning Frameworkwithin the localEast Lothiarrontext,
through identification of priority habitat and species lists and prescribed

LOCa|BIOdIV6rSIty ACtIOn Plan actions and projects

9Fad [20KAIl YyQa .takesRtb ébBsMdratianghe ! OGA2Y t |y
Natureand Climate Emergeres, and the internationalpational,and
local policy context including the revised draft Scottish Biodiversity
Strategy.

ThisBiodiversity Action Plaembedslandscape scale ambition of
restorationthrough theconservationf Yy R LINR G SOGA 2y F2NJ 9
priority habitats.This will ensure¢hat habitats are connected and in
good condition to build andenhae® I &G [ 20 KAl Yy Q& bl { dg
ensuring healthy and resilient ecosystem services. Priority species
populations will be supported and conserved to help recovery and
resilience to environmental changes. Further, awareness of local
biodiversity will be raisedcross East Lothian.

This action plan acknowledges the importance of people in the
response to théNature Emergency and that biodiversity not only
benefits our natural environment, but the health and wellbeofgur
communities. Community action has played an important role in
delivering local biodiversity projects date. This action plan aims to
continue to support the delivery of local community projects and
OKFYLIA2Y f20Ff LIS2LX SQa @2A0Sa | yR

Further, this action plan highlights the significant imsaand
opportunitiesthat development and planningaveon biodiversity and
nature. This includes the adverse impacts they can havalso the
recognition that they playmimportantrole in creatingand delivering
positive effects for biodiversity and nature. Developers and planners

10



6 East Lothia® Biodiversity

East Lothian Biodiversity Partnership

Partn erSh I p The following organisations are members of East Lothian

OF 80 [20KAIYQa .A2RAOSNEAGE tF NIYySN Biodiversity Partnership and were principally involved in the
production of this plan:

organisations from &ariety of sectors to cordinate and prioritise a
programme for the delivery of biodiversity objectives. The Partnership
develops the short medium and longterm objectives for the Local
Biodiversity Action Plan. The members hold a wealth of knowledde a
experience on species and habitats, to contribute to nature conservation
and enhancement

East Lothian CoungjlCountryside Service
East Lothian CoungjlPlanning Service
East Lothian CoungjlAmenity Services

Scottish Seabird Centre
) ) N ) Woodland Trust
The objectiveof 9 | au [ 2U0KATl YQ a . A2ZRAQOSNAAUE East Lothian Countryside Volunteers

o To assist in the development and productiortioé East Lothian NatureScot

Biodiversity Action PIa(ELBAP) Forth Rivers Trust |
o To m-ordinate and prioritise a programme for the delivery of the Roygl Society for the Protection of Birds
BiodiversityAction Plan objectives. Scottish Environmental Protection Agency

0 To establish Action Plan S@youps to develop plans for specific bl aAzylht ClISelasiNE Q | YA

priorities, including advising on the content of action plans, setting of Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust
targets and implementation mechanisms. East Lothian Climate Action Network
o To ensuréd_BAP targets and actions are disseminated and integrated The Wildlife Information Centre
into the plans,policies,and processes of all involved in tEBAP Buglife
initiative. Scottish Wildlife Trust
o To establish a wider informal Biodiversity Forum comprising Scottish Water

representatives of a wide range of sectoiscluding community
representatives,and interested individuals to contribute to the
development of theE.BAP.

SEPA

11



7/ The importance of Biodiversity

Biodiversity is the variety of all life on Earth, fréime biggest mammal to
the smallest microorganispprovidingessentialecosystem services
includingfood production, clean ajrcleanwater, carbon storage and
other essential servicabat support all living things including ourselves.

After decades of habitat and biodiversity loss, it is now cruoiareate a
healthy and therefore resiliematural environment. This will support
naturalecosystersto become healthy, functioning armbnnected
ensuringwe have efficient and resiliemcosystenservices for:

1 Provisioning:e.g.materials, energy, food and drink, medicine, water

1 Regulatinge.g.clean wate and air, carbon storage, flood
management, pollination

1 Supporting:e.g.healthysoils, nutrient cycling, photosynthesis

1 Cultural:e.g.senseof place, tourism, physical and mental wellbeing

Global, national and local biodiversity is under threat from many
pressures including climate change, habitat loss and fragmentation,
wildlife-human conflict and pollution. This loss of biodiversity has serious
effects, impacting not only plants and animgbut the health and

wellbeing of our communities. Healthy, resilient and diverse natural
ecosystems ensure vital services for us as humans to suHuvean The solutions to some of these challenges are beyond the scope of this
impacts have had large scale implicatidoisglobal biodiversity loss. plan. Howeveractingfor local biodiversityn East Lothiams a step towards
connecting, protecting and improving biodiversity that contributes to
wider efforts fornational andglobal biodiversity actionThiswill enable
East Lothian to meet its local, national and international obligations to
protect and enhance biodiversitilumans are part of biodiversity arade
connected tothe ecosystemWe have arucialrole in responding tdahe
impacts and pressurdaced bybiodiversityand habitats which will

benefit not only our natual environmentbut our people and communities.

OWhen one tugs at a single thing in natu
he finds it is attached to the rest of the

g 2 NIJdhig Muir

12




niche habitats such as montane and northern species to local extinctions
8 The State ON atu re whentheir habitats become too hot or dry.
8.1 International and\ationalContext Indirect drivers of biodiversity loss include:

International Scienc@olicy Platform (IPBES) publistibd Global
Assessment for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Serviths.report
identified that the5 direct drivers ofjlobalbiodiversity loss are:

1 Sociccultural: Scotland hosts diverse views about nature. Preserving
nature for future generations is a strong driver for conservation that
increases positive environment action. Despite this, conflicting values

f Climate Change that may act against nature.
1 Land and sease change
¢ Pollution 1 DemographyThere are multiple drivers through demography that
9 Natural resource use and exploitation AYLIH OlG O0A2RAGSNEAGE AyOfdRAy3a {O
1 Invasive nomative species (INNS) demand for new housing and urbanisation. Local knowledge and
experience are underutilised in environmental decisioaking. There
In Scotland nature and biodiversityhavebeen under pressure and is a poential skills gaps in the natwsector. Unequal access to, and
changing for centurie Therecontinuesto be a declineand degradtion of therefore unequal engagement with, nature across society.
nature despiteprojects to restoreecosystemsand conservespeciesThe Urbanisation and technology have decreased the connection between
ad dzy Rl yOS 27T { laagfallen oy &€&age sintd GutSOAE children and nature.

7,508 species assessed under IUCN Red list criteria, 11% have been

classified as threateneth y S 2% G KS YIye aK201AYF gpbhbrfich@hd 984 of hdldndd G dieb HaVeB&A linked to the

biodiversity is that theréas been a 49% declinetime abundance of impacts of global trade. For some domestic industries, the majority of
{ O2 U tsdalfirik peciesout with the outbreak ofHighly Pathogenic product is exported with the biodiversity impact being felt in Scotland,
AvianinfluenzacAanH 2022 for example an increasing global markets for Scottistipce.

Notallof{ O2 (i f I y R Q aseeh HaslidespapulitibndSe to Additionally, the emergence of a carbon market will have

warming temperaturesesultingfrom climate change, thereavebeen environmental and social impacts.

increasein the distribution ofsomespeciesThese changes could

fluctuate dependingon the species as climate changeables the 1 Politics, institutions and governancaBiodiversity loss has to be
expansion of invasive nemative species (INNS) or pestspecies with mainstreamed and integrated to make it a priority in all areas of policy.

It is important to focus on equity, ensuring that societal and

2 Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity Eodsystem Services | IPBES secretariat 3State of Nature 2023NB L2 NIi 2y G KS ! YQa OdzZNNBy(d o0A 2R
13



https://www.ipbes.net/global-assessment
https://stateofnature.org.uk/

environmental changes are considered in a just transition. Improving
democratic processes will help people discuss and solve complex
environmental and societal issues allowing for more inclusive decision
making and reducing influence of vested interest.

1 Technology:Technological innovations have helped to start mitigating
and adapting to climate change. However, mechanisms need to be
strengthened to support the adoption of technologies that improve
sustainability and reverse biodiversity loss.

Despite thenegativeLJA O i dzNB  2n&turd, W24 tirvw/oR gast
conservation efforts that have workedcalinghem upand dedicating
actionsto reverse biodiversity los#ction for biodiversity is not new to
East Lothian. Efforts to protect, deliver projects and engage with the
natural environmenhas beerprogressingver decades by local
communifess [ 20Ff ! dziK2NARGE@Z bDhQa | yR
of what action is being delivered to respond to the drivers of biodiversity
loss are highlighted are highlighted throughout this document.

4 NatureScot Research Report 1309nderstanding the Indirect Drivers of Biodiversity
Loss in Scotland | NatureScot

14


https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1309-understanding-indirect-drivers-biodiversity-loss-scotland#Background
https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1309-understanding-indirect-drivers-biodiversity-loss-scotland#Background

8.2 East LothiarfContext 8.3 Nature and Communities
¢CKS @INARSGE YR ljdzt tAdGe 2F 9lthel [ 2Z2nladdiRionyoGhair infpborianzdibr Sup@ying diveRe/avidSinfportadt & 2 y
O2dzyiéeQa 3INBIGSad aasSias o2t adAiy wildiEandplant 4pecs, Besé landstapeg ndl habithtSdrodide 2h& beStA
woodland grasslands, productive farmland, freshwater habitats, urban defence against climate change when they are intact and healthy,
habitats, heathland, moorland and peatland. These habitats are all part of sequestering carbon to their full capacity amdreasing the resilience of
0KS GgARSNI SO2ft23A0Ft ySiig2N] AYLIR Njetief dand thechihnudtigskhatrdlyzni thepeedosyitemg @ adapt to
biodiversity and the people at the heart of its commuBita ® 9 I & G [ 2mp&cts bf yliddte change. Coastal habitats play a vital role in coastal
natural environment hosts locally and nationally rare species and provides defences to sedevel rise and erosion. Our freshwater networks can
ecosystem services which benefit people and natwieailst also helping contribute to ndural flood management, and our woodlands and
to mitigate and adapt to climate change. grasslands help to sequester carbon, mitigating further emissions.

9I&d [20KAIYyQa O21adGtAyS 2y (KS CMNalikplagss keg @lalditkin curcon®nBinitiés eBharcibg otr fiddlthy | (i

importance for a variety dbird speciesA significant percentage of East wellbeing and quality of life, including contributing to the local economy
[ 20KALF yQa fd ghRthéicaunty EbdnBacy dzteiiddziid into the  through tourism, recreation and culture. East Lothian, the birthplace of
heathlandand uplandof the Lammermuir Hills. Thergover 270km of John Muir, founder of national parkispasts landscapes and species that

ripariannetworksincluding the River Tyne and the River Esk. 10.5% of 91 ald [20KAlLYyQa O2YYdzyAdAaSa GF 1S LN
9Fad [20KAFYyQa flyR O2@SNI A& 62 2R follNgriRerrOganndtdhah theBRss ROEK. It is ivourtinteged and LBdutiRtb S
woodland, conifer plantations, mixed woodland, hedgerows, and street preserve, restore and reverse the loss of our natural environmerdt

trees. biodiversity and the people of East Lothian.

With an increasing population and the associated increase in development The management of the natural environment continues to be central to
across the county, urban habitats hold valneour response to the nature 91 ald [20KAlLYQa . A2RAQOSNRERAGE ! OUA2Y
emergency. Access tature is increasingly important within our statutory duty for all public bodies to further the conservation of
communities and there is an opportunity to further enhance spaces within biodiversity.

urban areas for biodiversity in our parks, greenspaces, acrossybhaen

infrastructure and gardens.

The county also holds valuable habitats across our grasslands, estuarine
and rocky landscapes.
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8.4 Biodiversity as a Driver for Economic and

Community Wellbeing
91 ald [20KAlFYQa y I (dzNT f
sustains life but also drives loadonomic benefits.

Healthy ecosystems provide essential services, ranging from carbon
sequestration and flood regulation to recreational and tourism
2L NI dzyAGASaT GKIG RANBOGE @
recognising and valuing these services through natapltal valuation
methods, we can make a compelling case for investing in biodiversity.

Using tools such as markbaised valuation, the avoided cost method,
and contingent valuation, we can quantify the economic benefits of our
natural assets. For example, wetlands that naturally filter water and
reduce flood risks can save public funds othise spent on potentially
more expensive infrastructure projects. Moreover, the presence of rich
biodiversity enhances property values and attracts-emarism, further
boosting local revenue. NatureScot is developing a tool to facilitate
decision makersa take a natural capital approach for managing land,
once this tool is launched it will be utilised within decision making,
where appropriate.
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Investments in biodiversity create opportunities for job creation and
local enterprise. Initiatives such as largeale tree planting, habitat

restoration, and the development of urban green spaces not only

SYSBANBYYSY Uimrfl‘o\’;}e ehvirorp’frﬁe}{tgl Juéli@ th é'?}sé f%éi'er d&frefﬁ)b gjllrowﬁﬁ.2 u

2yt
Programs like the Grey Partridge Project demonstrate that partnership
led habitat enhancements can yield significant impact.

Central to this approach is_,community wealth building. By promotir}? L.

FBHE kel NX &
investment funds, we ensure that the financial returns from biodiversity
LINP2S0OGa& FNB NBAYy@ZSaidSR Twiging2 9 &
programs can help workers transition to green jobs, supporting a just
transition to a net zero economy while enhancing regional economic
resilience.

To ensure these benefits are sustained, our approach will align with key
policies, including the East Lothian Local Development Plan artbiste

[ 20 KA Iy ClimatdZgh@ngd Sirdtegp252030 A robust

monitoring framework will track economic indicators such as job
creation, tourism revenue, and cost savings from ecosystem services,
enabling us to adapt and optimise our strategies over time.

Protecting and enhancing biodiversity calls for integrated action,
bringing together public authorities, private investors, local businesses,
and community groups to build a vibrant, resilient economy that thrives
on the natural wealth of East Lothian. Byesting in biodiversity, we

are not only protecting our environment but also laying the foundation
for a prosperous and inclusive future.



O East Lothia® Landscapes

9.1 Landscape Designations
East Lothian ha3internationally designated sites: the Firth of
Forth Special Protection Argalso a Ramsar site), Forth Islands
andthe Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay Com@iBAs.
All of these sites were chosen for their importance for birds.
There arel2 Sites of Special Scientific Interest designated for
biological featurs, including woodlands, grasslands and
wetlands. The Council has designat&d local Biodiversity Sites
to protect locally important habitat and to provide ecological
linkages with the SSSI sitage Appendit.

Ancient woodland is protected under logalnning policy within
East Lothian Local Development Plan Policy NH8: Trees and
Development

Ste of
Special
Scientific
Interest

Local
Biodiversity Site

" o

Figurel:a | LJ 2 ¥
(SSS)and local biodiversity sites.
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9.2 Landscape Types
9rad [20KANYyQa O0AZRA .@3 NE A u e 02 )f.l'i NA LB \daihSrider hifbysOidtirhbishdd BrimBrily byirit lankiféri, Bt O I LIS
charact'er. There' are seven landscape types in East Lothian characterised jnclude the incised headwaters of the River Tyne system, and the-gorge
9t au [.2Uskattigh@lan witeinforce the character of East _ like valleys of thélorth and South Esk. Their steep slopes carry a high_
[2ZUKAlIYyQa tlYyRaoOl LS UKNRdAzZZK KI 0A Ul phoporisnofbrodtlddf Wobdadcovtdb a U2 NI UA 2y | YR
creation.

Upland fringes Fringe of transitional landscapes differentiated from the
Coastal marginThis area is flat immediately inland of the coast, true uplands by a more productive range of land cover types including
consisting of raised beach deposits. Crags and rocky outcrops form much improved grassland together with arable land and coniferous woodland.
of the northern coastal edge and enclose numerous sandy coves backed
by dunes, and several rocky islands just offshore in the &ighncluded
in this Landscape Character Type. The estuaries of the Tyne and Peffer
Burn are along this coastline.

Upland The Lammermuir plateau defines the southern boundary of East
Lothian. The Lammermuirs are characterised chiefly by their altitude,
ranging from 350m to 650m, and their subdued plateaux landscapes.

Lowland plains Characterised by the predominance of smoothly rolling
arable farmland, undulating gently in a series of east and west aligned
ridges, rising gradually southwards towards the fringes of the
Lammermuir Hills.

Lowland hills and ridgesCommon elements of topography, landform
and land cover which differ significantly from the adjoining plains and
valleys. Underlying factors to these differences include igneous rock type,
less fertile soils, and wetter local climate. They form distireckbw hills,
rising to elevations of 200 to 300 metres, with landform dictated by
varied underlying geology.

5Local Development Plan 2018 | East Lothian Council 6 Landscape Character Assessment | NatureScot
18



https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/download/13023/local_development_plan_2018
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment

iggocgouaczegs % permission T Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO. (C) Crown Copyright and database right 17 April 2025. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number
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10 S " Inland, farmlandand heathland supporkey priority bird species such as
peCIeS grey partridgeand birds of prey such as hen harrig@ir gardens can

There is an estimatef over 4,000 species of invertebrate, 0\&90 support smaller speciesuch adullfinch and tree sparrow.
specief birds, 28 species of mammals and 3 species of reptile found in 1 | s
EastLothian.SomeSE | YLJ Sa 2F 9l &l [20KAl yQa %I?’I\B\%nﬁ & Ay alLlsSorasSa OFy oS

found within our: B.otanicakjiversityin East Lothian is vast(.)nFributing to g m.osaiof
different landscapedNotablecoastalspeciesn Eastlothian include
10.1 Butterflies purple milk-vetch, Zostera pecies seapearlwort, commoncentaury,and

bloody cranesbill. Woodlandsacross the counthost ancient woodland
Since 2007, breeding butterfly species that dispersed south in the early flora, such ashe native bluebell and primros®©ur gasslandsupport

1700s have been increasingly recorded back in East Lothian. In 2009, important wildflower and grasspecies foinvertebrates including
speckledwood butterfly and in 2010 thevall brown butterfly returned rockrose andnaidenpinks. BeeOrchidrecords have increased,
moving along the coast from DungtaSmallskippers arrivel in 2011 to potentiallydue towarmer summer¥ and changes in management
Gullane/Aberlady areddistorically rarely recordetutterfly species practices.

within the region have increaseincludingholly blueswhich are
becoming a regular sight across the couimtypur urban and rural
habitats'. Graylingbutterflies are also increasinfpllowing efforts to
support andassistpopulations with habitat creation and translocations.

10.2 Birds

The Firth oforth islands are home to seabird speci@scludingpuffins, :
guillemots,andtern speciesNotably,the. 84 w2 0] K2a(ia%
largest colony oNorthern gannets Unfortunately, many seabird species
were impacted by the outbreak of Avian Flu in 28022, 8

7 East Lothian Butterflies 2023 8Avian Influenza: a major threat to our struggling seabirds
8 Report for 82 East LothiapMarion Moir ¢ Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland 9 Updated Outbreak Assessment #2 Winter 2021 HPAI in the UK and Europe
(bshi.orq)
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https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/download/12726/biodiversity
https://bsbi.org/annual-reports-2023/vc82
https://bsbi.org/annual-reports-2023/vc82
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/seabird-surveys-project-report
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033134/hpai-europe-211110.pdf

11 Policy Context

11.1 International Policy
United Nations Rio Summit and Convention on Biological Diversity

0]

(0]
(0]

1993
KunmingMontreal Global Biodiversity Framework
Edinburgh Process 2020

11.2 UK Policy

(0]
0

Biodiversity The UK action plan 1994

Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the goals of CBD Strateqic Plan for

Biodiversity 201422020
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11.3 ScottishPolicy

Scottish Biodiversity Strategy

Sets out ambition for Scotland to be Nature Positive by 2030, and to
have restored and regenerated biodiversity across the country by
2045. This ELBAP has been updated to address and fulfil the
requirements of this strategy.

Framework for 30 by 30 in Scotland

Frameworkthat sets out how Scotland will aim to protect at least
30% of land and sea for nature by 2030.

Nature Networkdrameworkfor Scotland

Aims to progress the urgent and transformative action needed across
Scotland to implement Nature Networks that help halt and reverse
biodiversity loss.

The Environment Strateqgy for Scotland

Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill

National Planning Framework:4

{020t yRQa thdiduides tebelopmemand S 3 &
infrastructure decisions in Scotland with biodiversity as one of its
main themesPolicy 3 embeslprotection ofbiodiversity, reversing
biodiversity loss, delivery of positive effects from development and
strengthening nature networks.

Scottish National Adaptation Plan 202829

Pollinator Strategy for Scotland:

This Strategy sets out how Scotland can continue to be a place where
pollinators thrive, with actions to achieve that objective.



https://www.cbd.int/rio#:~:text=The%20three%20Rio%20Conventions%E2%80%94on%20Biodiversity%2C%20Climate%20Change%20and,in%20the%20same%20ecosystems%20and%20addressing%20interdependent%20issues.
https://www.cbd.int/rio#:~:text=The%20three%20Rio%20Conventions%E2%80%94on%20Biodiversity%2C%20Climate%20Change%20and,in%20the%20same%20ecosystems%20and%20addressing%20interdependent%20issues.
https://www.cbd.int/gbf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/global-biodiversity-framework-edinburgh-process---information/
https://hub.jncc.gov.uk/assets/cb0ef1c9-2325-4d17-9f87-a5c84fe400bd
https://www.cbd.int/sp
https://www.cbd.int/sp
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045-tackling-nature-emergency-scotland/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/framework-30-30-scotland-draft
https://www.nature.scot/doc/framework-nature-networks-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/environment-strategy-scotland-vision-outcomes/pages/2/
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/natural-environment-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-national-adaptation-plan-2024-2029-2/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/pollinator-strategy-scotland-2017-2027

12 Statutory context

As a public bodygast Lothian Coundibs specific statutory nature
conservation duties:

The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Requlations 1994:

General duty on Scottish Ministers, competent authorities and statutory
advisors to exercise their functions so as to secure compliance with the
requirements of the EU Habitats and Wild Birds Directives. As well as
provisions relating to designation and magement of protected areas.

Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 Section 1:

All public bodies in Scotland have a duty to further the conservation of
biodiversity when carrying out their responsibilitjgaking care of nature

all around us, not just specified in designated and protected sites or for
specific specieghis is referred to a¢ (i K S

Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2044t 5:

As set out in the Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011,

every public body in Scotland is required to produce a publicly available

report every three years on its compliance with the Biodiversity Duty.

12 East Lothian Council Biodiversity Duty Report 202123 | East Lothian Council

. AZ2REDSNAAGE

9l ad [20KALFY [/ 2Bixgiversity Dudy Rapare2022028 O S v (i
which was submitted to the Scottish Government in December 2023, is on
0KS [ 2 dzy O é&nfpiovideSdetails of &tions taken by the

Council to conserve, protect and enhance nature and biodiveiSihce

the last East Lothian Biodiversity Action Plan 20083 there havebeen

various projects and strategies implemented to enhance and restore East

[ 20 KAl Yy Qa KI §iacludingttie impoftBncedot é8gading a
communities and people in action for biodiversithese are detailed in
9 ad [20KALFY [/ 2dzy OAf Qa Xe

Y2aid NBOSyi

Government2



https://www.gov.scot/publications/enabling-powers-environmental-impact-assessment-regime-habitats-regulations-scotland/pages/6/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2004/6/section/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/6/notes#:~:text=Part%205%20%E2%80%93%20Biodiversity%2016.%20Part%205%20of,and%20publish%20reports%20on%20compliance%20with%20that%20duty.
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/33829/east_lothian_council_biodiversity_duty_report_2021_-_2023

. . . relevant agencies, partners and communities to fulfil this commitment.
13 EaStLOth lan Cou nCIPOIICy East Lothian Council is committed to wimidgwith communities and
partners towards making East Lothian a carbon neutral county as well as
CO nteXt enabling the county to deliver its part of wider national and international
commitments?®

13191 a0 [20KALY [/ 2 dinatet Qa 5SOf NI GA2ya 27
andNature Emergencies ' T

In 2023, East Lothian Council declared a Nature Emergency, akin to the
| 2dzy OAf Qa RSOfIFINYGA2Yy 2F | [/ fAYIFLGS
body of evidence which outlines the alarming extent of the global nature
and biodiversitycrises,and that nature is in decline and urgent action must
be taken to reverse this. It recognises the inherent value of nature, as well
as its crucial importance as an integral part of culture and society, and for
our health, wellbeing, and economy; this benhgmonstrated tlmough ’
placemaking, tourism, food, energy, water and air quality regulation.
Additionally, it recognises that the nature and climate emergencies are
intrinsicallylinked,and that nature plays a key role in meeting climate
targets, particularly for climate change adaptation and resiliefia#/ith
this declaration, East Lothian Council welcomes the revised national
Scottish Biodiversity Stratetfy

Climate change is identified as a IPBES main driver of biodiversitinloss. ¥ g
2019, East Lothian Council declared a Climate Emergency, requiring urge. '
action to make all Council Services net zero carbon as soon as reasonably‘;
practicable or in any case by 2045 and to lobby, support and work with all %

Bnttps://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/14176/council_declares nature_emergen
cy

14 hitps://www.gov.scot/publications/scottistbiodiversitystrateqy:2045/

15 Climate Emergency declared | East Lothian Council
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https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/14176/council_declares_nature_emergency
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/14176/council_declares_nature_emergency
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/13064/climate_emergency_declared

13.2 EastlLothian Strategies, Policies and Projects

There are several locatrategies, policies and projects already underway which are linked to the East Lothian Biodiversity Action Plan, aatwelhhs
targets and policieStrategy. Helping to address the main drivers of biodiversity. los

Overview

Description

ELBAP Partner:

involved

management as required by the
forestry and the Land Management
(Scotland) Act 2018.

and resilient environment, nature recovery, a strong sustainable econon
and enhanced quality of life fordol £ O2 YYdzyAUA Sa ¢

East Lothian | Local development plan for East Landuse change includingestelopment is one of the IPBES drivefs ELC
Local Lothian, produced by East Lothian [0 A 2 RA @SNARA (& f 2 & dodispatialBtintedylicigsianhdy” C
Development| Council. Next local development plan| proposals for future land use across East LotHiai. | A Ya G2 |
Plan 2018 (LDP2) is currently in preparation. [ 5t Q

East Lothian | Strategy produced by East Lothian | Sets out long term vision and policies and proposals for trees and wood| ELC
Tree and Council required by Planning (Scotlan to guide the development of East Lothian Climate Forest. The aim is:
Woodland |! OG Hnmdpd Cdzf FAf G9ELI YRSR YR &dzadGlAylofe Yryl 3§
Strateqy promote sustainable forest East Lothian contribute to addressing climate change, and provide a he

East Lothian
| 2 dzy OA
Climate
Change

Strateqy
2025-2030

Overarching East Lothian Council
strategy for tackling climate change
mitigation and adaptation. Currently
being delivered.

Sets out how East Lothian Council will respond to the climate emergeng
adapt to climate change and continue reducing its emissions to work
G261 NRa NBIFIOKAY3 bSi »%SNRB o6& HAanN
through partnership working the Councillil@nhance nature and our built
environmentandh y Of dzZRS&a GKS F20dza | NBI
recognising the importance of nature and biodiversity in our response tg
climate emergency, and the importance of natirased solutions and
green infragructure for climate resilience.

East Lothian Council
(ELC) Countryside
Amenity

Community partners

East Lothian
| 2 dzy OA
Open Space
Strateqy

Strategy setting East Lothian open
space standards and currently being
delivered. Next Open Space Strategy
currently in development.

A strategy that identifies key policy areas to be addressed in relation to
provision and management of open space. The strategic objectives that
align with the importance of biodiversity include healthier communities,
green networks, natural heritagend climate change. Habitats within
settlements are valuable during times of increased urbanisation. Open
spaces can play an important part in providing habitat for biodiversity, a
well as benefits to local communities.

ELC



https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12242/local_development_plan
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12242/local_development_plan
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12242/local_development_plan
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12242/local_development_plan
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/34732/climate_change_strategy_2025-2030
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/20228/03_east_lothian_open_space_strategy_2018
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/20228/03_east_lothian_open_space_strategy_2018
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/20228/03_east_lothian_open_space_strategy_2018
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/20228/03_east_lothian_open_space_strategy_2018

Name

Overview

Description

ELBAP Partner

involved

East Lothian Supplementary Planning Guidance| Supplementary planning guidance that forms part of East Lothian Local ELC
| 2 dzy OA t { part of Local Development Plan Development Plan 2018. Focusing on connecting people to nature,
Network 2018. landscape, geodiversity and each other; improving human habitat; and
Strateqgy doing things on a human scale with a lelegm aim ofexpanding existing
Supplementary green assets.
Planning
Guidance
East Lothian Strategy and action plan for a Draft proposedsupplementary planning guidance for Local Developmen| SEPA
| 2dzy OAf {WOT AYIGS NBaAft AgPlan2018. ltisaplagel a SR NBaLl2yaS G2 91 &i | Scottish Water
ClimatEvolution | western East Lothian. Strategy with an aim to ensure that areas of development can become { ELC
Strateqy national example of environmentaHyiendly and inclusivelevelopment. It
is not a fixed masterplan but clarifies opportunities.
East Lothian Report and action plan identifying | Project developed by East Lothian Council to identify, explore, provide | ELC
[ 2 dzy OA f { opportunities for nature network advice on and deliver nature network opportunities in parks and
Lothian Nature | creation and enhancement in parkg greenspaces supported by our communities. Through public consultatid
Networks in and greenspaces. Currently being | action plan was developed to deliver meanindfiddiversity action in parks
parks and delivered. and greenspaces with habitat connectivity in mind.
greenspaces
East Lothian Management plans for East Lothian Prepared by East Lothian Council with input from Advisory Groups. Set| ELC
Council Council owned/managed site detail and scope of planned works agreed with advisory groups of E Countryside
Countryside countryside sites. Currently being | owned/managed countryside sites. Includes biodiversity and greenspad NatureScot
Management | delivered and frequently updated. | theme with aim to seek opportunitiesf dlue-green infrastructure,
Plans maximise tree planting and increase biodiversity.
Forth Estuary | Plan to detail the actions to be Sets of a plan of actions and objective to be delivered overygesikperiod | SEPA, ELC

Flood Risk
Management
Plan (2022
2028)

delivered to mitigate flood risk
within the Forth Estuary catchment
including East Lothian.

by all statutory partners, including East Lothian Council, within the Fortl
Estuary catchment, as part of the overall plant to management flood ris
within the Forth Estuary Celhment.

25


https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/30113/green_network_strategy_spg
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/climatevolution-community
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/climatevolution-community
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/climatevolution-community
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/climatevolution-community
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/biodiversity_and_nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/210569/countryside_and_wildlife
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/frmstrategies/forth-estuary.html

Vision and Outcomesf East
[ 2 O K RocayBlddiversity
Action Plan

Vision towards 203
East Lothiaf Biodiversity Partnership will work
towards the following vision by 2830 tackle the
Nature Emergency:

Restore and regenerate biodiversity across Ea:
[20KAlLYQa fFyRX FNBal
habitats.

Our natural environment, habitat and ecosystem
and species will be diverse, thriving, resilient an
adaptable to climate change.

91 ald [20KAFYQa O2YYdzy
their part in the stewardship of the local and
national natural environment, central to a nature
positive future.
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13.3 Priority themes
Priority Themeshave been identified to respond to the Nature Emergency
FYR ARSYUAFTASR LINA2NAGASE F2NJ 9l ad [20KAL YL
[20KALFYQa . A2RAOSNEAGE tF NIOYSNABRKA LD

o Priority Theme 1tandscape and habitat restoration and
regeneration

o Priority Theme 2Species recovery

o Priority Theme 3People and nature

o Priority Theme 4Biodiversity, planning, policy and development

EachPriority Themewill deliver at least one of the outcomedigning with
the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy:

13.4 Outcomes

1. Easf 20 KAy Qa fFyRAOILIS I yR LINA 2 NRAg , : RADGSNESS KSIf

and resilient helping ecosystems deliver a wide range of ecosystem
services.

2. Protected areas will be connected and in good condition.

3. The abundance and distribution of priority species will increase in
numbers and have healthy and resilient populations.

4. Invasive NorNative SpecieNNS) will be managed so that they no
longer degrade priority habitats and native species or impede on the
conservation andestoration.

5. Nature based solutions will be fundamental to our efforts to deliver
NetZero and adapt to climate change.

6. Natural Capitawill be embedded and valued within policy and decision
making.

7. Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and valued across East
Lothian and its communities.
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14 East LothiaQ arioribyd habitats

and species
14.1 Priority Habitats 14.3 Priority Species

Priority habitats include thoséound within East Lothiathat are listed Priority species are thodeund in East Lothiaientified as
underthe UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAPBJiority habitat list This
covershabitatidentified as the most threatened and requiring
conservation action under theK BARNd those known to be significant to
East LothianPriority Habitat lists can be found in Table 2.

Being the most threatened and requiring conservation action uniler

UKBiodiversity ActiorPlan.

Speciesdentified withinthe ScottishBiodiversity liswhich areof

principle importance for biodiversity conservation in Scotland
14.2 Irreplaceable Habitats 1 Species rare or notable locally to East Lothian.

Irreplaceable habitats are those identified that are very difficult or take

S|gn|f|cant13mounts of time to restore, recreate or replace once associated habitat statementan ecosystem approach of conserving the
destroyed-’ Currently there is not a list of irreplaceable habitats for whole environment and habitat jnstead of singujar speples projects that

Scotland 9y 3f I YRQA . A2RAQGSNAAGE bSG DI Aduld ﬂnﬁa‘&t'ﬂ@h&’rge@‘sﬁe% YolliME oS shaeHdkd, U Y OA SY {

woodland, ancient and veteran trees, blanket bog, limestone pavements,

Priority species will be protected through action delivered under the

coastal sand dunes, saltmarshes and lowland &nsreplaceable habitat AnInvasiveNon-Native Species(INNSJist has been established to indicate
This list will be applied in East Lothian and used to advise planningand  Which invasivespecieswill need action to manage the impact they have on
development, ensuring that there is no degradation, loss or damage to habitats and species

9rad [20KAFYyQa ANNBLXFOSFEotS KIoA uéptH &rlorl ik Rabitdt arﬁd%paed"es & dalisE sited n%na&'eﬁ\ggw{‘déc?s‘grﬁ 2y

{ _O 2 u th _y R Qé_‘ . A 2 RA 8 Sdgfitedl, dodensbréttiat Hatitatsy aaﬁ&bé\{%lo ment proposals to consider and avoid impacts on these
align withnational policy. A list that applies to East Lothian can be found in species and habitat as well agrioritise where conservation efforts

Table 2. should be foassed This list can be found in appendix

16 UK BAP Priority Habitats | INC&viser to Government on Nature Conservation 17 htps:/Iviww.iature. scot/doc/biodiversitymetric-scotlandsplanningsyste mkey-
issuesconsultation#2.3+Irreplaceable+Habitd§
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https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/uk-bap-priority-habitats/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/biodiversity-metric-scotlands-planning-system-key-issues-consultation#2.3+Irreplaceable+Habitats-01
https://www.nature.scot/doc/biodiversity-metric-scotlands-planning-system-key-issues-consultation#2.3+Irreplaceable+Habitats-01

Irreplaceable

Habitat

UKBAP Priority Habitat

Other Important

Habitat to East

Lothian

Landscape
Character Type

grassland

Coastal & Coastal sand 1 Intertidal mudflats, seagrass beds, intertidal undeulder M Coastal heath {1 Coastal terrace
Marine dunes communities, subtidal sands and gravels 1 Settled coastal
Saltmarsh 1 Coastal sand dunes, maritime cliff and slopes, estuarine, coast farmland
saltmarsh, Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
Terrestrial Lowland 1 Rivers M1 Burns 9 Lowland river
Freshwater Fens 1 Ponds 9! Lochs valleys
1 Lowland Fens 1 Springs 1 Upland fringes
1 Bogs 1 Reservoirs
 Reedbeds i Riparian zone
Woodland Ancient 1 Lowland mixed deciduous wood, upland oakwood, upland ash 1 Decaying 1 Upland fringes
woodland woods, upland birch woods, wet woodland wood/deadwood M Lowland river
Ancient and 1 Hedgerows 1 Scrub valleys
veteran 1 Woodpasture and Parkland 1 Veteran trees Lowland farmed plaing
trees 9 Orchards
Farmland and Blanket bog 1 Arable field margins M Grazed land 1 Plateau
Heathland 1 Hedgerows 1 Agricultural fields moorland
1 Lowland Heathland 1 Lowland
1 Lowland acid, calcareous and neutral grassland. farmed plains
1 Lowland Meadows
1 Peatland
Farm ponds and wetlands
Inland Rock 1 Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats 1 Lowland hills
1 Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land and ridges
1 Lowland Meadows, lowland calcareous grassland, lowland dry
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Broad Irreplaceable UKBAP Priority Habitat Other Important Habitat Landscape

Habitat Type Habitat to East Lothian Character Type
Urban 1 Ancient and 1 Orchards and Hedgerows 1 Road and path verges M Settled coastal
veteran trees 1 Lowland calcareous grassland and lowland dry a 1 Blue and green farmland
grassland, lowland meadows infrastructure (including 1 Lowland
1 Pondsyivers and burns green roofs, raingardens, farmed plains
1 Open mosaic habitats on previously developed |3 SUDS)
1 Woodpasture and Parkland 1 Street trees and veteran
trees

1 Gardens, parks, open spac
cemeteries, greenspaces,
allotments and community
growing sites, natural play
spaces, golf courses
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Historic and knowrpressures:

15 BI’Oad Habltat StatemeﬂtS o Climate Change Increassin casesof more extreme weather
eventsK I @S AYLI OGSR 91ad [2GKALFYQa

15.1 Coastal and Marméandscape storms, extreme swells, drying out of dunes increasing chances of

The entire Firth of Forth coastlirend Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews wildfires, erosion, and flood risRuistribution of species changes
Bay complexs designated as a Special Protection A&RAJlue toits with climate change for exampthanges in availability of prégr
international importance for wadingnd other coastabirds, see appendix seabird populations in the Firth of Forth.
1. The Bass Rock, Fidra, Craigleith and other islands form part of the Forth o Pollution ¢ Plastic pollution irthe forms of general waste, nurdles
Islands SPA. This is designated for its international importance to breeding (plastic pelletsand fishing litter impactoastal and marine habitats
birdsand much of the wider coast is designated as a Site of Special despiteLocal Authorityand communityefforts and litter initiatives
Scientific Interest (SSSI) East Lothia® coastlinealsohasat risk of oil spillages as it sits along
The landscape of the coast has varied habitats from sand dunes, maritime key shipping routsthrough to Firth of Forth portssawell ahosting
cliffs to saltmarsh and estuariedlith avarietyof priority speciegrom a valuable fishing industry. Pollution calso havefurther impact
seabirds, wading birds, invertebrates, floliahens, and fungh turn duringrun off from inlanddevelopmentand agricultureLight and
highlighting the importance of international wildlife legislation, coastal noise pollution also impasthe marine environment.
ecology, and visitor management. o Exploitationg There hae beendocumentedinstances of poaching
that have impacts on locapeciepopulations.
Priority coastal and marine habitats: o Developmentg Increased development along the coast to support a

growing East Lothian increases pressure on coastal resources,
habitat fragmentation and loss. As well exereasein population
visitingthe coastlinencreasesmpact and disturbance on habitats
and Special Protection Area species

o Recreationc9 I a0 [20KAFYyQa O2laldtAyS A
visitors. This bringmcreasedisturbance erosion, andnstances of
damage throughrresponsible behaviour such aampingfiresand
litter.

Intertidal mudflats, seagrass beds,
intertidal underboulder communities,
subtidal sands and gravels.

Coastal sand dunes, maritime cliff an
slopes, estuarine, coastal saltmarsh,
coastal and floodplain grazing marsh

Associatedspeciesncludegrey seal,
tern gecies puffin, lapwing, eider,
gannet,herring gull, purple milk
vetch

18 Marine Ecology Progress Series 583:227
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https://www.int-res.com/articles/meps_oa/m583p227.pdf

0 Invasive specieg Both native and nomative invasive species can
colonise coastal habitate.g. piri-piri bur affecting dune habitat, as
well assea buckthorrandtree mallow

/848 adGdzRe&Y 9ARSNI a2yAiG2NAYy3 {

NBE SEARERIVO WSNKIARAEANFBHSIF GdzNB 2F (KS
YR 5dzyol NP ¢ KS [QEKNBEAISYHR & NGB 2 & S NP 32
b2NIK .SNBAO]X ARSYGATFTASR +a | &dz00
NBalLRyadkaa [/2azgXiNgaARS wlky3aSN { SN
Y2YAG2NRAY 3 LINRP 2SO0 WYl @S nlty y dAREIKRKE A Gl
SIFOK &SIN®» 5Fd4GF FNRY GKA&a LINR2SOG S
A0 NISRE AYLI Olla 2RPDBSS yo MRS AWM TF ALSH
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Ay Lz 2F airdaya FNRBY ! LINRE G2 ! dz3dzad
RAAGAzZND GKS ySalAy3adeyNRBaNIAi ARKS £[23
GKS 62N 27F @
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Coastaland marineactions will work towards:

o

Protection, enhancement and restoration of coas
and marine habitats.

Ensuring coastal and marihabitats are in prime
condition to sequester and store carbgoincreasing
resilience to climate change impacts

Mainstreamingof natural solutions in climate
adaptation and resilience planning.

Managng and reduang wildlife disturbance from
recreation and development through managemer
of sites, planning and development consideration
and public engagement.

Management ofinvasive specieand theimpact
they have on habitats and species witltoastal
habitats with balance to the wider ecosystem.

Engaginditter initiatives withthe public, business
and industry. Reducing plastic pollution along our
coastal and marine habitats.

Continuing to monitor and respond to poaching
incidents.

Continue to respon@ndto pollution incidentsand
act to prevent pollutiorwith multi-agency partners.




The Tree and Woodland Strategy taist Lothiamotes that in 2024 East
Lothian hada total woodland coveof 7,130 hacomprised ohative
woodland (1,423 ha)This wasnade upof upland oakvood, uplard mixed
ash wood upland birchwood, scrub and undesignated native woodland,
wet woodlandandlowland mixed deciduousNon-nativewoodland
includes coniferous plantation8.Other tree and woodland habitats that
are valuable within East Lothian include hedgerows, wpasture and
parkland,orchardsdeadwood and veteran tree$Voodland cover in East
Lothian is lower than the Scottish averaayed between 20112021
decreased by 330 haVithin the lowlandswoodland is concentrated
within the river valleg and shelterbelts and hedgesithin the agricultural
landscapeas well as some remaining orchards. Urban areas are also
important for trees ranging from formal planting defining the urban
structure to trees in parks, gardens and open spadesient and veteran
trees are not uncommon throughout the lowlandshe Lammermuirare
dominated by heathland and moorland managed for grouse, with some

areas of coniferous plantation. Native woodland cover is limited to within

the cleughs and some juniper scrub in in particular in the Lammer Law
SSSI

TheGouncil isprogressingfforts to enhance and increase tree and
woodland cover across East Lothianludingthe delivery of the East

o Climate changetncreases in extreme weather events such as
Storm Arwen (2021) have caused significant damage and loss of
trees across East Lothian. Periods of drought can impact growth
and establishmentseedling recruitmenthow well trees grow
(productivity) andincrea® susceptibilityto pest/diseasesWildfire
eventsmayincreasewith changing climatand dstribution of
species may change.

o Development and lanelse changeHistoric land use change for
settlement and agriculture has led to fragmentation of woodland in
East Lothian. Renewable energy developmenniadditional more
recent pressure.

0 INNS, pstsanddiseasesAsh dieback disease is widespread in East
Lothian and infected trees which pose a health and safety hazard
are being removedOther pests andiseass mayestablish

Lothian Climate Foresactions g A i KAy 9 at [ 2G KAl yQa / tPfSpYs§oclimate changg shipping of treessmead via humans

Strategyand theimplementationof the Tree andWoodlandSrategyfor
East Lothian

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning and building standards/12249/

trees tpos and consentH for tree works/

or animalslIncreasing deer numbers prevents successful
regeneration of woodland and establishment of trees.

0 Recreationincreasedand unmanaged recreation within our
woodlands can erode sensitive areas and fragment habitats.


https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consentH_for_tree_works/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consentH_for_tree_works/

Action for trees and wodlandhabitat will work
towards:

(0]

Delivery of targetand actionsvithin the Tree and
Woodland Strategy for East Lothian.

Expansion and restoration of riparian woodland acrc
East Lothia@ lowland river valley landscape.

Ensuring the retention of decaying wobdbitat.

Identification ofopportunities forwoodland expansion
without negativeampact on other priority habitats.

Manage woodlands to ensure support of associated
priority woodland species.

/| a8 {GdzReY 9F&d [2GKAIYQ

In 2021, East Lothian Courapiproveda policy intentto plant 2
milliontrees across East Lothian over 10 years, to enable us to re:
our target of a carbon neutral East Lothian and deliver biodiversity
and green network benefits.

The aim of this is to sequest&0 and contribute taatransition to
NetZeroas well as restore habitats and enhance tree and woodlal
networks.Ongoing tree planting across the courgybeing progressec
by East Lothian Council, community groups, charities, landowners
developers in support of this. TRrieer® Green Canoplso
contributed to this target.The Tree and Woodland Strategy identifie
appropriate tree planting locations and climate resilient spdores
the Climate Forest

East Lothian

Council




15.3 FreshwatelLandscape
There isapproximately75km of flowing freshwater in East Lothianade
up of the River Tyne, Biel Water, Peffer Burns and the lower reaches of the
River Esk. These rivers are important habitat networks within a developing
landscape.

Wetlands cover 600ha in East Lothiahich is made upf reservoirs,

ponds, lochs and springs, marsh and bogs. The largegtsmfdvaterare
found at WhiteaddeReservoir and HopeReservoir in the Lammermuirs.
TheHopesReservoir and catchment sit within a SSSI. Other notable sites
include Levenhall Links with valuable habitat for wading birds and North
Berwick Lawnarsh combining marsh, grassland and wet woodland which
are valuable habitat for amphibians, wetland birds and invertebrates as
well as botanical interesBoth the River Esk and Tyne catchmarg both
important lowland riverlandscape combinednot only providing habitat

but acting as a vital system for freshwater services and climate mitigation
and adaptatiorservices.

Priority freshwater habitats:
Rivers, ponds, lowland fens,
bogs, reedbeds.

Associated speciesiclude
otter, water vole, great crested
newt.

20Rising water temperature in rivers: Ecological impacts and future resilicla®nson
2024- WIREs WaterWiley Online Library
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Historic and known impacts

o Pollution and nutrient enrichment Freshwater habitats can be

exposed to pollutioralteringnutrient content affecting the health
of the habitat and the species withih Water quality can be
affected by contaminated run off and sewage.

Development and infrastructureTheRiverEskand theRiverTyne
were historicallymodified withweirsand dams for indusial use
These have impact dhe fish species using these rivers to breed
upstream like salmon and trouPasses througtheseobstructions
will help these populationravelling through habitat networks and
reach breeding site€ulverting of watercourses has also
fragmented this habitat.

Climate changeOur rivers and wetlands are impacted bglieased
casef extreme weather even{changes to temperature and
rainfall levels leading which regularly lead to increasesimoff

and pollution,drying outeventsof wetlands algal bloom events
and impact tohabitat condition Loss of riparian shade from trees
and woodland contribute to increases in river temperatures which
have an indirect and direct ecological impact on freshwater
species?

Invasive Speciednvasive species in freshwater habitats pose a
dual impact by altering the ecosystem atieigrading their ability to
withstand wider other impacts. Negatively affecting both
biodiversity and recreational activitieBorexample giant
hogweed, Himalayan balsam aAdherican mink.


https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/wat2.1724
https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/wat2.1724

0 Recreation Both manage@&nd unmanagedecreation can affect

wildlife and habitat such as fishing and feeding wildfow!.

Case StudyGiant Hogweed eradication programme.

East LothiarCountrysidé/olunteers haveollaboratedwith
landowners along the River Tyne to map aret giant hogweed
(Heracleum mantegazzianymrhe management of thgiant
hogweed involves spraying plants in Spring and Summer and
deadheading/digging up small plants before they set seed. Tree
sites are then inspected to confirm absence of the plant. In 202]
the project introduced a GIS mapping tool to support surveying
areas known to have hagiant hogweed present. This project has
been successfund hasbeenexpanded to map and treagiant
hogweedalong the River Esk, working across Midd East
Lothian.

BT el e
’ o —

~

4

Across our freshwater networks actions will work
towards:

0]

Rver catchment levehctionto create healthy ecologically
diverse freshwater systems.

Protecion and conservatiorof populations of priority and
vulnerable freshwater species.

Exploration of opportunities for theemoval of barriers to
migration of freshwater species.

Increasng awareness about our freshwater networksd
the species within them.

Promotion ofeducation and awareness of laimdanagement
practices that impact our freshwater networks.

Understanding, mitigation and adaption of impacts from
climate changend maximisingnature-based solutions
within adaptation plans and projects that protect freshwate
networks.

Expandingand connectingvetland habitatnetworks where
appropriate in combination with @hancing existing
habitats




15.4 UrbanLandscape

East Lothian is a semiral local authority with a populationf around Priority urban habitats:Parks, Cemeteries, greenspacaan
113,740 in 2023, Towns and villagdsaveexpardedwith increased green networksgolf courses and allotments. Orchayds
development to support a growing population. Parks, public and private hedgerowsandwoodlandareas Road and path verge®pen
open spaces angreenspacegjreen networksncluding active travel mosaicpreviously developed land.

routes, school grounds, sports and recreation spaces, allotments and
gardens provide habitat withiour towns and villagedJrbanhabitats
include woodland trees grasslanddiedgerowsfreshwater networksand
brownfield/derelict sites These caplaya critical role inlinking
fragmented natural habitattherefore enabling the movement, resilience
and genetic exchange of species.

Associated speciesiclude bats, hedgehogpadgersfoxes,
lichens, , otter, house martigarden birdscommon toad
pollinators

Wellplanned urban development that considers habitat connectivity
contributes to the overall ecological health of East Lothian, supporting
biodiversity and enhancing the resilience of ecosystems in the face of
urbanisation.Urban areas are important for human habitation and nature
positive design within our urban spaces Wwanefit human health and
wellbeingprovidingspaces for recreation, social interactionental welt
beingand connection to nature fostering care for the natural environme;
which is &ey step in responding to the nature emergenByodiversity
also improves environmental conditions through enhancing urban
liveability by mitigating and adapting to climate charegel reducing air
pollution

21 East Lothian Council Profile



https://webarchive.nrscotland.gov.uk/20241128121751mp_/https:/www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/east-lothian-council-profile.html

Historic and known impacts value can reduefood, shelter and breeding resourcts wildlife.
Alternatively, lack of management can lead to low biodiversity
value habitats such as rank grassland and spread of invasive
species.

o Invasive speciedNNSand gardemlantscan spread from gardens
into other habitatswithin the urban environmentPoor orabsence
of biosecurity can spread INNS, pests and pathogg¢imsalayan
balsam have beeimpacts East Lothians rivers and Japanese
knotweed is a problem plant not just to biodiversity but to
infrastructure Domestic pets can impact local biodiversigpr
example, ats predae local wildlife and dogsan cause disturbance
within habitatsas well asltering plant compositiothrough
nutrient inputand spread of pest and diseasem dog fouling’’ 28

o Climate changeClimate change impasthe habitats and wildlife
within them as well ashumans in urban environments. Change in
precipitation levels and temperatures due to climate change can
impact plant species in urban habita’?

o Pollution: With land use change there is potentfat increased risk
of polluted runoff, soil contamination and noise and light pollutjon
especially as East Lothianuisdergoingincreased developmentAir
pollution has a negative impact tr plants, fungi and licher?s.

o Urbanisation Increased dvelopmentand urbanisatiorcan result
in habitat loss ofragmentationby infrastructure projects
Increases imrbanisationcan increase need faesourcesvhich can
put pressures on ecosystem servicksthe face of urbanisation,
domestic gardensanprovide habitats and refuge for wildlife.
However,conversionof vegetaed gardengo hardstandingand a
reductionof plants in gardenss a loss of greenspaead habitat
For example, in the UK more than 4.5 million front gardens have no
plants and a quarter are completely paved o¥eAdditionally,
there isan increase in homeowners choosing artificial griss
However, there are opportunities within urbanisation to design
with nature, supporting and creating important habitat networks to
benefit both nature and people.

0 Management Traditional landscaping design of urban greenspaces
can mean there is more intensive management for areas to look
neat and tidy which can be unsympathetic to biodiversitgnting
of species that may have more aesthetic value than biodiversity

22journal.pone.0275044.pdf 25RHS front garden research: Greening Grey Britain / RHS

23 Urban environment, drought events and climate change strongly affect the growth of 26 Number of UK homes with artificial lawns expected to grdwiva plc
common urban tree species in a temperate cifcienceDirect 27 https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/136%56.13745
24 Clean Air for Wild Plants and Fun@&ilantlife 28 Dogs and nature | The Wildlife Trusts
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file:///C:/Users/milll5/Downloads/journal.pone.0275044.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1618866723002546
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1618866723002546
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/our-work/clean-air-wild-plants-fungi/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-world/front-garden-research
https://www.aviva.com/newsroom/news-releases/2024/05/number-of-uk-homes-with-artificial-lawns-expected-to-grow/
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1365-2656.13745
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/dogs-and-nature

Case Study: Buglifelilhe John Muir Pollinator Wand
9Frad [20KAlFYQ& Dbl {daNB bS

TheJohnMuiP2 £ € Ay G2 NJ 2 | & dihedhat{ O2
stretches 134 miles running from birthplace of John Muir in
Dunbar to Helensburgh in the west. THNE 2 SO0 © NH I
opportunity map that follows the route of the John muir Way ar
3km either side of the route. The map identified wildflower fora
and nesting habitats for pollinators and other wildlife that can b
created, enhanced and managedluding on school grounds,
parks and greenspaces. As part of the project, pollinator habite
was improvedit Prestongranga dza S dzY =  aHawnMida 2
Prestonpansd I a0 [ 20 KAl yQ&a bl (dzNE |
Greenspaces project, identifiessplores and provides advice on
opportunities in parks and greenspaces in our towns and villag
supported by our communities.

~

Nature
Networks
( East Lothian

Within urban habitats actions will work towards:

o0 Employngbest practiceof sympathetic managemerdf
priority urban habitats to improve the health of East
[ 20KALFYQa dz2NBlFy SOz2aeéads

Ensuimg balancebetween providing for biodiversity and
people within our urban habitats.

Promoing nature-based solutionshat support
biodiversity to mitigate and adapt our towns @willages
to climate change.

Protecing, restoring,and enhanmgour urban habitats
and species.

Ergagng urban biodiversitynitiatives with East Lothida
communities, promoting wider action for urbdrabitats
and specieshat benefit people and nature.




15.5 Farmland and Heathlandandscape

East Lothian has a rich farming heritaaged a majority of thecountyis
identified as prime quality agricultural land, hosting flat land with fertile
soils with moderate rainfall and warmer temperaturésArable and
pasture farmland covers approximately 30,000 ha and 9tGQO
respectivelyThere is extensive heathland across the Lammeriiliis,
covering around 7,000 haroviding habitat formountain hare, grey
partridge,adder and bird of prey.

One of the main drivers of biodiversity loss is larsg¢ change and

historical land management practices for a variety of purposes such as
food production and hunting has altered the amount, variety and condition
of habitats, impacting our biodiversit§cotland retains some of the largest
and most intact blanket bog globally, but losses to draintaye] use

change commercial peat extraction and damage through burning has led
to extensive degradatiowith an estimatethat currently 75% of Scottish
peatlands are damagel! Intensive agriculture such as tillage, drainage,
pesticide and fertiliser use have impacts on wild species.

Despite historical land managemestid the negative impacts to
biodiversityand habitats, there has been a shift in more sustainable
practicesand technologiesvith incentives from national schemeSome
examples of scheme supporting landowners and farmers includ@gnie
Environment Climate Scheme (AE@®RBizhpromotes land management
LIN: OGAOSa ¢ KAOK LINE (indtral helitggR imPrgvi |- y
water quality, manage flood risk, preserve historic sites and mitigate and
adapt to climate changd=rom 2025, The Basic Payment Scheme requires
applicants to proide a Whole Farm Plan incorporating a biodiversity audit

2°East Lothian by numbers | Statistics, facts and figures | East Lothian Council
30 State of Nature Scotland Report | NatureScot
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of their land to help farmers and crofters become more productive and
profitable while helping climate and nature targéfs.

Farmland and heathland are important habitats to East Lothian culturally,
economically and for heritage. Management of these landscapes for
biodiversity can benefit nature while also mitigating and adapting to

impacts of climate changevhile also providing sustainable food

production. Therefore tiis important thatfarmers and landowners voices

their voices arat the tablewhenaction planning for biodiversitgnd that
representatives are incleiA y 9+ aid [ 20KAIl yQa TheA 2R
National Farmers Union and The Game and Wil@ldeservationrrust

have helped shape this action plan and will help us deliver what is needed
for our biodiversity across our farmland and heathlands.

Priority Farmland and Heathland
habitats: Arable field margins,
hedgerows, lowlandheathland,
lowland acid, calcareous and
neutral grassland, lowland
meadows and peatlandarm
pondsand wetlands.

Associated speciesicludegrey
partridge, mountain hare,
Northern brown argus, adder,
waxcap, specialist grassland fung
barn owlbeetles pinkedfooted
geese, curlew, yellowhammer.

31 Farm Biodiversity Project | NatureScot



https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210603/performance_and_spending/12025/statistics_facts_and_figures/2
https://www.nature.scot/doc/state-nature-scotland-report
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/social-and-economic-benefits-nature/natural-capital/farming-nature/farm-biodiversity-project

Historic and known impacts grasslands can be detrimental to butterfly populations. Grazing can
be a beneficial tool in conservation, howeveunmanaged can
impact plant species compositioti.poorly managed and

undertaken without due consideration of consequenddsiirburn

and burning on deep peaas well as the use of peat in horticultyre
arethreatening heathland/bog habitat$*3>

o Climate Change
Soil health is incredibly important ftwoth agriculture and
biodiversity Increased drought and heavy rainfalls can cause
erosion and deplete soil nutrients. Wildfires pose risks during
periods of droughtExtreme weather events anéason changes
can impact floweringimesimpacting pollination rate and types of
crops available to grownd food security

0 Landuse change
Demand for productivity influences how land is used which can
result in fragmented or lost habitaEorestry planting on
unimproved grasslands contributés lossof thesepriority habitats
as well as peatlands/bog habitainder and overgrazingmpact
the healthanddiversity ofbotanically richgrassland habitat The
Tree and Woodland Strategy for East Lothian does not support tree
planting and woodland expansion on other priority habitats.

o Fertilisersand pesticides
Broad spectrum pesticides and herbicides have {@nm effects
on nontarget invertebrates many of whichfunction asmportant
biological pest control and pollinatof$Inorganicfertiliserscan
reduce botanical diversit§?

o0 Management
Intensive management influences habitat health and availability.
Changes in harvest seasons can impact breeding habitat of birds
and small mammals. Tillage can impact soil habitats where species
of invertebrates including pollinators overwinter. Intensafiion of

%2 nvertebrate biodiversity continues to decline in cropland | Proceedings of the Royall 34 The Wildlife Management and Muirburn RjlThe dawn of a new era of upland
Society B: Biological Sciences management in Scotland? | Scottish Wildlife Trust

33 Why does fertilization reduce plant species diversity? Testing three competitisad 35 3. Muirburn- Wildlife management: consultation analysigov.scot

hypotheses
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https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2023.0897
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2023.0897
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1046/j.1365-2745.2001.00662.x#:~:text=Diversity%20usually%20drops%20when%20fertilizer%20is%20added%20to,%28Waide%20et%20al.%201999%3B%20Gross%20et%20al.%202000%29.
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1046/j.1365-2745.2001.00662.x#:~:text=Diversity%20usually%20drops%20when%20fertilizer%20is%20added%20to,%28Waide%20et%20al.%201999%3B%20Gross%20et%20al.%202000%29.
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/2023/09/the-wildlife-management-and-muirburn-bill/
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/2023/09/the-wildlife-management-and-muirburn-bill/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/wildlife-management-scotland-analysis-responses-consultation-exercise-analysis-report/pages/4/

Across our farmlands anteathlandactions will work Case StudyHealthy Hedgerows Project

towards: East Lothian is a rural county with a rich farmimgtory and

o Protecion, restoration andenhancement opriority habitats and hedgerows play an important habitat within these landscapes
species within the farming and heathland landscape. providing not only biodiversity benefits, but ecosystem services.
Unfortunately, hedgerows have had a history of cultural change,
Exploingand buildng opportunities for partnershigbased land use change and policy change that has impacted the conditi
farmland and heathland landscape work. of our hedgerows9 I au [ 20 KAy / t ABAdt U S
Lothian Climate Hub and the community organisations within the
Champioling and supporing landowners through theiactions yStig2N]l = AyOfdZRAYy3 /EAYHGS 1O
and projects for biodiversity. project; are undertaking a pilot project afapping and assessing th
condition of hedgerows around East Linton in partnership with loc
Contiruingto create and enhance native hedgeroaaross the farmers and landownersusing the Adams Hedgerow Managemen
farming landscape. Scale¢ KAa Ay Of dzZRSR ¢2NJ akK2z2Lla KSI
Endangered Speci&ath trainingfor volunteers to assess hedgerow
around East Linton and the wider ar@&ich aims tchelp advise
management and enhancement of hedgerow netwasksund East
Lothian The project is an exemplar of partnership working with
landowners and farmers to help extend and enhance habitat
connectivity across the farming landscape.
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15.6 Grasslands (including improved grassland¥)Tree planting and woodland

[ ErdakHhabitst O & regeneration play aimportantrole in our conservation and climate
emergency response. However, it is important that afforestation efforts
are conductedyy plantingthe right trees in the right placeéo ensure no

lowland meadows detriment to other important habitatsncludinggrassland®
lowlandcalcareous grasslan

lowland dry acid grassland
coastal dunes

amenity grassland
naturalised grassland

field margins

grazed grasslands

A priority habitat foundacrossawide rangeof 9 | & (i
and landscapeare grassland, consisting of:

Actiorsfor grasslandsvill be embedded across the different habitat action
plans andwill include restoration, enhancement and conservation of
existing grasslandnsuring they are healthy and diversgeation of new
grassland habitatvill increase connectivity across East Lothian ensure
that grasslands have a significant place aodtinue to bevalued within
East Lothia® wider habitat mosaic.

O O O 0O o0 o oo

¢KS !'YQa 3INI & avith oidk a7%loféjiecielct @dsdlayidh y 3
lost in less than a century and only covering 1% of3&ndihere aranany
reasondor thisincluding landuse change and conversion into crops with
intensive managementree planting or being lost or fragmented to
development.

The loss of these valuable and important halsiatalarming as grasslands
provide critical food, shelter and breeding habitat for birds, invertebrates
and mammalsGrasslands alskeep soils healthwith diverse plants, fungi
and microorganismsupporting theecosystemand reducing soil erosion.

Grasslands play a significant role in our response toctimeate

emergency. Like trees, healthy and diverse grasslands can sequester

significant amounts ofarbon.Grasslands can hold the highest terrestrial
carbon stock of any UK broad habitat due to their large area coverage

36 Grassland Plantlife 38 Tree and Woodland Strateqy for East Lothian | Trees, TPOs and Consent for Tree Works
| East Lothian Council

87 Carbon Storage and Sequestration by Habitat 202 ERR094

43


https://www.plantlife.org.uk/protecting-plants-fungi/grassland/
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5419124441481216
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210547/planning_and_building_standards/12249/trees_tpos_and_consent_for_tree_works/2

. . SSa Ay 91 aid [ 204K Xoftheir ge#ldgidal featuidmciede a A 3y |
16 G eOd IVe rSIty Rammer Cleugh, Garleton Hills, Keith Water and Bangley Qéixgd SSSI sites
that are designated for their biological and geological features include Firth of
Forth, Barns Ness Coasgmmermuir Deans and Traprain L&ther notable

sites have been designated as Regionally Important Geological and
Geomorphological Sites (RI@8) Local Geodiversity Sitd$iese designations

aim to protect the landforms and rock features that explain our landscape history.

Geodiversity is the natural range of geological (rookiserals and bssils),
geomorphological (landforms, physical processesl topography), soil and
hydrological features. As the building blocks for our diverse habitats and our
landscapes it is equally important to value antbnserve geodiversity.

450 million years ago (ya), Scotland was south of the Equator, where sediments
were deposited in deep waters. The collision of the Scottish landmass with
England pressed and folded the sediments into hard rocks called greywackes.
These form the upland mass of the Lammermuirssieroof the greywacke led to
the formation ofother rocks conglomerate around Oldhamstocks and Innerwick
and sandstone around Gifford, Garvald and Dunbar.

About 350myathe changing climates facilitated further deposition of sediments.
Different sedimentary rocks formed in different landscapes: for example, forests
produced coal; shallow seas produced limestone. These rocks have become
important resources in the coalfigd around Tranent and the quarries near
Dunbar. There was much volcanic activity at this time, particularly between North
Berwick and Whittingehame. Lava and magma cooled to form large expanses of
hard rock. Thesare seertoday in the basaloutcrops of the Garletoiills

Traprain Law, North Berwick Law, the offshimlandsand other smaller rocky
outcrops. The geology of these sites helps to prodoterestingand scarce
vegetation. Volcanic activity at this time, created large expanses of hard rock
between North Brwickand Whittingehame, such as Traprain and North Berwick
Law.

Geological processes continue today. Rivers and burns are constantly eroding
their landscape, carrying and depositing boulders and sediment. Their channels
fluctuate naturally, resulting in valleys, flood plains and meanders. Wind and
wave power constantlgrode and deposit sediment, particularly along the coast.
Sand dunes are naturally mobile landforms.
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Map Key

N _ Bass Rock

Superficial deposits ® North Bom»d:.
x

River/loch alluvial flat
Blown sand
Raised beach
Sand and gravel
Glacial channels
Ice-flow direction

Sedimentary rocks
Coalfield
Limestone field
Sandstone, mainly
Conglomerate
Greywacke

Igneous rocks

Trachyte lav
Basalt lava
Intrusion

Carboniferous sedimentar
rocks generally covered

superficial deposits. Extensi _ _
sand and gravel along foothil lllustration by David McAdam,

and Dunbar Cockburnspath Lothian & Borders RIGS Grou

plain _ o .
Figure 3map of the geodiversity of East Lothian.
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Actions in the previouEkast Lothian Local Biodiversity Action RG0S

17 A Del Ive ry Plan for EaSt 2013) were achieved argince therthere have beervariousstrategies,
. . . . projects and actionglelivered by East Lothian Council, local communities,
LO'[hIaI’Q BlOd |Ve rSIty farmers and landowners and other organisatiptesprotect and enhance

CKAA A& t I NI LocaRodiveity Action Plan{ittoutiings é bi.odi.versi.ty. These acti.ons have bgen reported through 3 yearly
RSEAGSNE LXILY FyR OGA2ya GKIFG 9F abicdifersity Rulyrepaging to Scoltish GRemety & ¢ 1 NI y S N& |
other key stakeholders will deliver to respond to the Nature Emergency  This delivery plan captures the changes in national and local policy with the
andthe LINA 2 NA G A S& ARSYGATFASR S6AGKAY t Iyl wda%hiatkl 2 GERAGSNRAZT@H § o.Nb 2RAE
Action Plan (ELBAP) has no end date. However, its focusisonthenext10 / t A Y| 1§ 9YSNHSyOé 5SO0fI N dAZ2yad 9l
years in line with this delivery plan and its vision to 203 has identified priorityThemesto respond tothe impactsfacingEast

[20KAFY Q&4 OGA2RAGSNEAGE | yR yI {dNT ¢




18 Priority Themes

¢tKAa RSt AJSNE LibdaBiodiversijiA&ionPiasetp @uiihkwinhe fgu@piiority Themesidentified through East 2 6 KA I y Qa . A 2 RA ¢
Partnershipwill achieve thevision anddeliver theprescribedodzi O2 YS&a F2NJ 91 ad [20 KAy Qa O0A2RAGSNBAGE O

o Priority Theme3: Peopleand nature
Actions will work towardselivering biodiversity outcomes through

o Priority Themel: Landscapand habitat restoration and partnership and joint working. There is strength in collaboration

regeneration biodiversity actionbringing a unified strateggnd enabling more to be
Actions will work towardsahdscape and habitagestoration and delivered This includes thBiodiversityPartnership as well as the local
regeneration ensuring diversity, health and resilienoéhabitats community, members of thepublicand other stakeholdersultivating
Ecosystems will be healthy, resilient and deliver a wide range of shared responsibility and leveraging local knowledgewell as
ecosystem servicesiabitats will be connected tsupportresilierceand responding to indirecthreatsto biodiversity, it will ensuremore effective
health of species across East Lothighis will be done bgonnectivity andsustainable outcomewhile benefittingthe people in our

and quality of green and blue networks, designated sites, nature communities

networks and local biodiversity sites.
o Priority Themed4: Biodiversity, planning, policy and

development

Actions will work towards thentegrationand deliveryof biodiversity

action within land use, planning and developmgnthelp reverse

biodiversity loss anédnhance naturgéhrough protection,enhancement

and habitat creationincluding through naturdased solutionsas an

integral part ofdevelopmentli 2 & dzLJLI2 NI 9F ad [ 20 KA

o Priority Theme2: Species recovery
Actions will work towardsféective species recovegnd protection
measures to restore species and support adaptation and resilience to
threats. Priority species will increase in numbers and have healthy
resilient populations withirEast Lothia® landscapes and habitats
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- . Biodiversity Strategy80 X 30 I N&nhS fo€al levelvhich isprotecting
18.1 Priority Themel: Landscape and 2 BANI o 2T 91 A0 2GKALYOE (1YR 68

hab Itat restoration and regeneratlon It is crucial that these areas are continually protected and restored creating

East LothianhostsdiverselandscapesThe habitats within these large areas of healthy habitat within the landscape while also working with
landscapegace pressures impacting the natural processghin them by natural processedenefitting multiple species and ensuring resilient
accelerating the degradation, fragmentation alods. ecosystem services. Central to this approach is partnership and connecting

people withnature andhelping to provide context where human activities

can be undertaken in balance and harmony with the natural environment.

1T hdziOG2YS wmY 9Fad [20GKAIY Q& f | Y Rappdsilidh and dikrsd-Mwdseapdeiisres fuhcliohifigtecodysteihingnt 0 |
diverse, healthy and resilient helping ecosystems delivery a wide services they providé®
range of ecosystem services.

1 Outcome 2: Protected areas will be connected and in good
condition.

1 Outcome 5: Nature based solutions will be fundamental to our
efforts to deliver NetZero and adapt to climate change.

1 Outcome?: Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and valued
across East Lothian and its communities.

ThisPriority Themefocusses on delivering for:

This plan has identified landscape characteristics of East Lothian using

bl ddaNS{ 020 Qa {O02GGAaK [ Iy RPadity LIS / K
habitats have been categorised within these so that readers and users of
this document can pinpoint which actions could target which landscapes
and habitats.

Landscape restoration and regeneration is the improvement of habitats

and land on a large scale. It considers natural processes, circular and

regenerative processes and is an essential part of rebuilding the ecological
AYUGSaINRGE | yR Sygdohggidebigdierdiic 2 LI SQa f A0S
East bthian has many designated areas for nature conservation and

geological interest Y R 0 A2 RAQDGSNBAGE AYUiSNBald ¢KSasSh
Local Biodiversity site over all thegvero o @122 2 F 9 dBast[ 20 KAl y Q&
Lothians nationally and internationally designated sites cover 12.6% of East

[ 2GKAL Yy Qa f | yiRthelngtighal @&ysf witkithe Sedtisi

3930 by 30 explained | NatureScot 40 Nature Restoration at the Landscape Scale | NatureScot
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https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/30-30-and-nature-networks/30-30-explained
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/land-and-sea-management/managing-land/nature-restoration-landscape-scale

18.2 Nature Networks Nature_ Netyvork_s East Lothiana _prqect .developed by _East Lothian
Council to identify, explore, provide advice on and deliver nature network

Priority Theme1 incorporates the importance of habitat connectivity opportunities supported by our communities, in suitable areas of Council

I ONR & a 9l ad [ ZV\ihiKthl-ey's@‘nﬁaIthan)bRé)fMekéﬁé Qé)/éR I yR Y | y|. HSR LIk N‘-l 3 | yR HN\BSYé
drivers for biodiversity loss is habitat loss and fragmentation. Connectivity andvillages The objective was to identify areas which have the potential
ensures movement of species and genetic exchange as well as resilience tofoy development of enhanced and connected nature networks and
environmental pressures and impacts. biodiversity enhancements with community support to produce an Action
Wh il 0 dzNBE b Sia2 N a OfcsitésOncluding 3 S 0 kK S nJ Plan which East Lothian Council aim to deliver dvercoming years,
restoration areas, and other environmental projects through a series of bringing a wide range of benefits to nature and pecffle.

areas of suitable habitat, habitat corridors and steppirgjones. As well
as support regional and national approaches pootect and restore

Y6 GdzZNEsS GKSe& LINPOGARS 20t oSySFTAda 2 o 2 L) SQ

b T

In line withthe ScottishGovernmen® 5Syear delivery plan, Nature = o
Network framework? and National Planning Framework MPF3*3, East Nat“ re

Lothian Council has begun implementing nature network plans and
Networks

projects to establish habitat connectivity. NPF4 outlines that development
/ .
. East Lothian

proposals will contribute tduild andstrengthennature networks and the
connections between them. Further, development proposals for national
or major development, or for development that requires an Environmental
Impact Assessmenill only be supported where it can be demonstrated
that the proposal will conserve, restore and enhance biodiversity, including
nature networks so they are in a demonstrably better state than without
intervention.

t Ne2SO0Ga dKIFdG KF@S adl NIrRre degvorkJA SOS (2 3

include:
41 Nature Networks Explained\Nature Networks 44 Nature Networks in our parks and greenspaces | Nature Networks | East Lothian
42 Nature Networks Framework | NatureScot Council

43 hitps://www.gov.scot/publications/nationablanningframework4/
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https://naturenetworks.scot/what-are-nature-networks/nature-networks-explained/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/nature-networks-framework
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/nature_networks/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210569/countryside_and_wildlife/12104/nature_networks/2

Within the nationallandscapeprotected areas such as Local Nature

Conservation Sites, Local Nature Reserves, Sites of Special Scientific

Interest and Special Protection Areas continue to form watabhs of
protection for a variety of species and some form important habitat
networks such as Firth of Forth SSHiese arenanagedareasand
conserve some of the best examples of our priority habitats and our
specialist species. In 200Bhe East Lothian Local Pi@togniseda series

of localwildlife sites identified by the Scottish Wildlife Trust. It gave these

sites a measure of protection, though not as great as that afforded to SSSIs

and internationally designated sites.

Within the 2018Local Development Plaa new approach to local
conservation sites was implemented recognising the importance of
ecological networks in delivering a more effective service than
conservation of individual and isolated sitésmainobjective ofLocal

BiodiversityStes was to link uphe nationallydesignated sites establishing

a habitat network2®

Additionally,9 4G [ 20 KAl yQa DNBSY bSig2N]

supplementary planning guidanpeas created in support of new green

network policies of East Lothian Local Development Plan 2018 with Central
Scotland Green Network project. This investigated and addressed gaps

within existing grassland, woodland and wetland habitat networks.

Actions will work towardspatially defining Nature Networks and
identifying opportunities for habitat connectivitgnsuring that East

[20KALFYQa yIFGdz2NE ySig2N] oAttt 0S5
habitats to protected sites, locally designated sites, and other important
habitats and through our towns and villages to benefit both biodiversity

andour local community. Mapping habitat connectivity will help guide

45 Technical Note 10: Planning for Biodiversity | East Lothian Council
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what projects and actions can be applied to build and strengthen nature
networks, for developers, planning, landowners and managers and
community groups.

This prioritytheme will work towards:

Establishing partnerships to consider new opportunities for
landscape and habitat projects.

Increasing theyuality and area of natural and semi natural
habitats.

Protecting, restoring and enhancing designated habitat with
the landscape.

Identification and implementation of landscape restoration
and conservation.

Ensuring habitats are in healthiest condition to increase
resilience and adaptation to impacts.

Enhancing, connecting and restoring habitats to create
resilient and healthy habitat networks across East Lothian.
Creating partnerships and collaboration to guide what
enhancements, restoration and networks are suitable acros
areas of East Lothian.

Ensuring cross boundary and meaningful connectivity betw:
designated and priority habitats.

Spatially definin@ I &G [ 20 KAl yQa yI Gdz
existing connectivity and opportunities for enhancement,

creation and restoration. )2 VY


https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/27787/technical_note_10_planning_for_biodiversity

18.3 Priority Theme2: Speciesecovery

East Lothian is home to over 4,080ecies. Many are at riskcludingfrom
climate change impacts, habitat loss and degradation, pollution, pests and
disease, disturbance and competition frdnvasive NoflNative Speciedt

is vital that these species are conserved and supported to adapt to these
pressures and thrive within the ecosystem.

ThisPriority Themecentreson action to protect, conserve and support the
recovery of species, including nationally and locally important notable and
priority species within East Lothian. It delivers for:

1 Outcome 3:The abundance and distribution of priority
species will increase in numbers and have healthy and
resilient populations.

1 Outcome 4:Harmfullnvasive NorNative SpeciedNNS)
will be managed so that they no longer degrade priority
habitats and native species or impede on their restoration.

1 Outcome7: Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and
valued across East Lothian and its communities.

Historically, there are many iconic priority species that have been recorded
in East Lothian. However, they have been lost or are incredibly rare across
the county. For exampleed squirrelgScuirus vulgar)avere native across

the UK but with pressures from invasive nerative grey squirrelnd loss

of habitat, populations have decline@hey have historically been recorded

in East Lothian, with few sightings in present day. There are existing
populations within the Scottish Borders, but there is minimal supportive
habitat in East Lothian for movement into the county and there is not

46 Single species conservation as an umbrella for management of landscape threats | PLOS ONE
52

currently a concentrated project managigeey squirrepopulations within
the county.

Another example is the Atlantealmon Salmon salgrin ourrivers an
iconic species to Scotland and important to river ecosystemdtaancural
economy. There has been a decline in populatiosatrhon throughout
most of their native range. Reasons for decline include climate change,
poor water quality, barriers to movement, exploitation amyasive non
native species

Priority species action can drive larger scale habitat restoration and
conservation benefitting multiple netarget species through flagship or
umbrella species projects, investment, research and public
understanding'® Managing habitat for these priority species such as great
crested newt, are often conferred with protection ahumber of species.

9Faid [20KAl yQa [ 2 OPribrity SpegieR Righs beh A (i &
found in appendi®d. Ths list has been created by East Lothian Biodiversity
Partnership and local taxonomic experts. It has advastns and

projects for species recovery. Action to protect species will continue
through habitat conservation, species translocations and public
engagement.

-,


https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0209619

Examples of pressures on priority species in East Lothian.

Priority Species
Great crested newt

Pressure |
Loss, availability and
fragmentation of habitat.
Climate change.

Salmon and trout

Climatechange and barriers to
movement upstream. Climate
change river water quality and
reduce area of riparian
woodland cover.

Northern brown argus

Loss and availability of habitat
Climate change.

Water vole

Habitat loss and fragmentatior|
Pollutionand predation.

Grey partridge

Habitat loss and availability.

Juniper Overgrazing and
fragmentation.
Lichens Climate change, pollution

habitat loss.
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This prioritytheme will work towards:

Identifying priority species within East Lothian.
wkAaAy3a | g NBySaa 27

species.

Ensuring that therare suitable healthy habitats to
support priority species.

Identification and development of projects that protect,
adzLILI2 NI YR O2yaSNWS 91l &
species.




18.4 Priority Theme3: Peopleandnature

Partnerships play a crucial role in the successful implementation of
biodiversity action plans. Collaboration between local authorities,
environmental organisations, stakeholders and community members can
ensure projects are wetbunded, address ecologiceoncerns while also
benefitting the community and stakeholders. This collaborative approach
promotes sustainable development and fosters a sense of shared
responsibility for biodiversity action across East Lothian.

Priority Theme3 centres actions that incorporate community and public
engagement with extra emphasis on:

Outcome6: Natural Capital will be embedded and valued within policy
and decision making.

Outcome 7:Biodiversity will be integrated, understood and valued across
East Lothian and itsommunities.

Thereisalready strong partnership workinghderwayto deliver for
0A2RAQOSNRERAGE

East Lothian Biodiversity Partnership consistswefr 20stakeholders and

consultees comprising of government bodies, local government services 4

charitable organisations, research organisations, community groups,
landowners businesses and local taxonomic experts. This partnership
brings together stakeholders and the expertise tedasign and deliver
actions.

I Y R 9slard@rosp Bolnkakylpaftieis O2 Y

Volunteers and community groups play ianportantrole in delivering
biodiversity actionsincludinghabitat restoration, data collection and
fosteringlddzo t AO Sy 3 3ISYSyd | ONRaa 9l ad
gardens, parks and greenspaces. Their involvement enhances the scope
and effectiveness of conservation efforts, making it collaborative and
inclusive. They have made many positive changes fotifeilshd the local
community for many years in East Lothian. The East Lothian Countryside
Volunteers(ELCWhave supported Countryside Ranger staff to manage
countryside sites and complete data collection whilst other groups focus
on urban habitats such ahBloonthroups helping to boost nature and
wildlife in our towns and village&ast Lothian Climate Action Network has
grown into a vast network of local organisations community groups
delivering local climate and biodiversity projects and activism.

pet -



There are many organisations delivering projects in East Lothian including
the Scottish Seabir@entrethat works to provide interpretation,
engagement and conservation for the coastal and marine environment,
Sy3alr3aay3a mnnnQa 2F QGA&aAG2NA | yR
environment.East Lothian Council and Scottish Wildlife Tvustk in
partnership to monitor Local Biodiversity Sites.

Local community groups have been delivering projects within their local
towns and villages for biodiversity, climate change and people. East
Lothian Climate Action Network (ELCAN) is a collaborative community of
community groups, communitpased organisabns and norprofits

aiming to advocate for a sustainable and inclusive environment and to
amplify their collective voice and work. These stakeholders are vital to the
successful delivery of local biodiversity and climate action.

On the River Eskhe Citizen Eskrojectwas set up by Forth Rivers Trulst
provides a voice for the communities within the Esk catchment to highlight
the impacts community members see affecting their local riizC\have
beenmapping INNS alorthe River Tyne an&iverEsk for their Giant
Hogweed Eradication Programme.

Landowners and farmers play an important role in biodiversity acfidrey
have a wealth of experience about the land they manage and despite often
being held responsible for biodiversity loss, farmers halveadybeen
delivering for nature througlgovernment schemes and out of their own
interest for the natural environment. Biodiversity loss impacts farming and
so wildlife friendly farming not only benefits our natural environment, but

it also helps strengthen food security and supports farmingrimss?’

47 The case for increased investment in Nature for UK Food Security.pdf
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All these efforts not only benefit biodiversity but also the health and
wellbeing ofpeople in our communities

¢ 2 Lllng pe%?g Qr%la r-}gg‘lb uy %n]é)artant s&ake&older%f%r th@frjttﬁ“ekof

planet. Involving yourig people in acting for blodlver3|ty and supporting
the|r voices for the natural environment is essential to creating awareness
for biodiversity. On the front lia of shaping youngJS 2 Lifnd&@tanding
of biodiversity and the nature emergency are teachers andronmental
educators. With the correct knowledge, tools and support they can make a
huge impact on how children and young people shape biodiversityractio
East Lothian has 41 registered Eco Schools, East LGbiarcil
Countryside Rangers lead Junior ranger sessiod group events for
different ages including John Muir Awards for young people. There is
adzLILR2 NI FNRBY 9Fad [20KAlLY [ 2dzy OAf
and wellbeing through nature play and equity in access to naflinese
initiatives shape/outh understanding and resilience toward biodiversity
conservation and preservation and the benefitpribvidesfor their health
and wellbeing

These case studies are not the only projects being delivered and
partnershipsare crucial in the delivery of action for biodiversity
Qollaborativeworkingwill continue to ensure a unified approach and
address challenges to sustain letagm positive outcomes.

People delivering for nature can further address how some indirect drivers
to biodiversity loss can be tackled/hile most indirect drivers of

biodiversity loss need to be addressed at national and global levels, there
are also local actions that can effectively tackle these issues locally.


https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/The%20case%20for%20increased%20investment%20in%20Nature%20for%20UK%20Food%20Security.pdf

This prioritytheme will work towards:

o

Support anccollaboration with community groups, championing
local projects that benefit both biodiversity and the health and

wellbeing of the local communityurther, supporting projects to
align with wider biodiversity aspirations for East Lothian and ot
national level.

Embedding biodiversity in governance and decision making.

Informal learning and skills sharing for all ages and championil
GKSANI O2yGNAodziA2y G2 | O4G ¥F2

Embed nature and environmental learning at all levels of
education.

Involve people in decisiemaking and demonstrating best
LIN OGAOS GKNRdzZAK 9l ad [20GKAL

Raise awareness of biological recording, with signposting and
engagement materials.

Identify and respond to indireariversto biodiversity loss in East
Lothian.
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18.5 Priority Themel: Biodiversity,
Panning,Policy andDevelopment

East Lothian has one of the fastest population growth rates of all 32 local
authorities in Scotlandwith forecast growth of 23.3% from 2012 up until
20378 compared with 8.8% nationally over the same sample period.

Increased development and infrastructupats pressure orbiodiversity4°
Integrating biodiversity considerations into developm@tdnning is
essential for sustainable growth, helping mitigate the impact of
urbanisation on habitats and supporting both ecosystems and climate
resilience in East Lothian.

Priority Theme4 will address how planning, policy and development can
contribute to delivering for biodiversity and all the outcomes prescribed
alongside the ELBAP vision.

Strategies, policies, and principles in place that aid biodiversity
enhancement in planning include:

National Planning Framework &NPF4which emphasises the role

planning has in reversing biodiversity loss and delivering positive effects
for biodiversity Policy 3of NPF4tatesthat all development will

contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity including, where relevant,
restoring degraded habitats and building and strengthening nature
networks and the connections between them. Proposals should also
integrate naturebased solutios. The Policyequiresthat proposals for

local development should oplbe supported if the application includes

WI LILINPLINA F GS YSIFadaNBaQ (2 SyKIFyOS

48 East Lothian by numbers | Statistics, facts and figures | East Lothian Council
49 NatureScot Research Report 1309nderstanding the Indirect Drivers of Biodiversity
Loss in Scotland | NatureScot
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nature and scale of developmefft.This plan aims to capture the
requirements ofPolicy 3 within the framework and support the delivery of
requirements for both planners and developers. NatureScotgnaduced
guidance to support developers implementing this pofity.

9Frad [20KAFYyQa [ #AOP)E 5S@St2LIYSyid t

NPF4 requires Local Development Plangrtdect, conserve, restore and
enhance biodiversity in line with the mitigatidnerarchy They should also
promote naturerecovery and nature restoratiormhey should facilitate the
creation of nature networks and strengthen connections between them,
restoring degradedhabitats or creating new habitats; amacorporating
measures to increase biodiversitycluding priority species.

9FL&ad [20KALFLYyQa ySEG [20Ft 5S8S@St 2 LJY
ThenextLDP will identify and proted¢bcalNature ConservationSites
includingLocal Biodiversity Sites and Local Geodiversity Spaial

Strategy of the LDRIll establish and grow Nature Networks to help

protect and restore the biodiversity, ecosystems and natpratessesn

East Lothian.

Biodiversity Net Gain

Biodiversity net gain is an initiative that requires new developments to
result in measurable increase in biodiversity and leave it in a measurably
better state than it was beforeéScotland does not currentlyave its own
biodiversity net gain metric and there is work progressing in the
development of a Scottish metric. Currently, NatureScot provides guidance

on how the Scottish planning system can integrate the existing metrics

OA2ZRAGSNEAGES AY LINPLRNIAZ2Y (2 GK!

50 Part 2¢ National Planning Polie\National Planning Framework-4jov.scot
51 Developing with Nature guidance | NatureScot



https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210603/performance_and_spending/12025/statistics_facts_and_figures/2
https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1309-understanding-indirect-drivers-biodiversity-loss-scotland#6.3.+Urbanisation
https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1309-understanding-indirect-drivers-biodiversity-loss-scotland#6.3.+Urbanisation
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/pages/3/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-guidance

found in Englandrreplaceable habitats,qority habitats and species
which requireconservationat a local leveshould be used tadvise plans
anddevelopments®? This is teensure projects are conducted with
no/minimal negative impact oifreplaceablepriority habitatsand species
and toenhance biodiversityHabitats and speciesan be found in appendix
1.

This ELBAP will prioritise integrating biodiversity within policy, strategies
and planning to help deliver meaningful biodiversity actions in future
developments and projects. It will work towards a better understanding of
biodiversity and its role withithe planning process. This includes

supporting and guiding those involved with these processes with new
legislation such as NPF4, ensuring understanding of requirements and how
they can be efficiently applied.

2] _A2RAQOSNBEAGE aSOUNRO F2NJ {O02iflyRQa
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This prioritytheme will work towards:

0]

{eadasSy y

Planning and development policies will protect and
enhance biodiversity aspriority, asper NPF4.

Developindocalguidance fobiodiversityrequirements
with aims toguide planning and development to deliver
positive outcomes for nature at a local level.

New developments will ensure creation and retention o
habitat, while also supporting specid3roportionate to
the nature scale of development.

Promotion and enhancement of green and blue
infrastructure within new developments.

Ecosystem Services will be considered within
development proposals and planning decisions

Ensumgthat abase levebf local and national
biodiversity knowledge is integrated within training and
guidance for planners, developers and ELC staff,
supporting the delivery of requirements for biodiversity
enhancement, protection andabitat creation.

bl GdzNB{ 02


https://www.nature.scot/doc/biodiversity-metric-scotlands-planning-system




















































































































































